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Dogmatism Repels 

Sincere and heart-felt congratulations to 
Mavis King for her outstanding article, 
“What I Learned About Witnessing on 
Two Campuses” [HIS, April, 1947]. Such 
a lucid and clean-cut discussion of the 
“Utopia” of a Christian college campus and 
the blinding and stupefying effect it may 
have on its students has long been needed. 

Too often we who are Christian separate 
ourselves so from the world of sinful reality 
that when it is forced upon us as we strive 
to work among non-Christian people, we 
are at a loss in knowing how to handle the 
situation. It is through our dogmatic pre- 
sentation of our views that we often hinder 
the progress of His kingdom....In my 
case, all this was learned the hard way 
while I was in the army. I shudder to think 
how many persons I must have repulsed 
from becoming Christians because I was a 
professing one myself and was condemning 
and dogmatic....If our perfect Saviour 
was not to condemn, how can I? 
Liberty, Missouri J. D. Farmer 


REPERCUSSIONS FROM READERS CF HiS 


Inspiration or Imagination 

Mrs. Robert Clark’s statement [REPER- 
CUSSIONS. May, 1947] is representative, 
no doubt. of many comments you receive, 
but 1 would like to answer her briefly. 

First, she states that “my Christian faith 
must be founded on the truths which may 
be found in Scripture, not upon Scripture 
as such.” She states, indirectly that she does 
not believe in the verbal inspiration of the 
Bible....If one part is the truth and an- 
other is something else, who is she to dis- 
cern which part is what? 

Secondly, she says the conservative frame 
of HIS too greatly limits the creative work- 
ing of God. If she were honest with herself, 
I believe she would say that it too greatly 
limits not the creative working of God, but 
the creative working of her imagination. 
Hager City, Wis. Rev. BERNARD EDINGER 


Present Standard Satisfactory 

I have just noted some criticism in the 
May issue of HIS with reference to the 
conservative position of the magazine. I just 
felt led to hold up your hands a bit and to 
say that I trust you will not lower your 
standard in the least. That is just what the 
late Student Volunteer Movement did with 
its tragic results. 


Lakewood, Ohio Wiis R. Horcukiss 


Trouble on the Assembty Line 

We received our March issue of HIS, but 
in assembling, pages 3 to 10 and 27 to 35 
were omitted. As the Navigator crew here 
enjoys every page of HIS, we'd like for 
you to drop us another copy in the mail at 
your convenience. [Hope you got it.—ep.] 

If this omission was used as a test to see 
whether the magazine is carefully read, it 
worked! 


Los Angeles, Calif. THE NAVIGATORS 


“Unknown” Becomes Cooper 

The selection “Prayer” listed in the 
April HIS as “tunknown” was a great bless- 
ing to me. | had read it first in Maus’s 
Christ and the Fine Arts, pp. 688-689. It is 
by Margaret Cooper. 


New York City, N.Y. THELMA BAIN 
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DARE TO BEGIN AGAIN 


By Harry AxBus' 


FEW WEEKS AGO a well-meaning 

Christian gentleman said, 
“Young man, that was a good sermon 
but—you made a serious mistake in it. 
Do you realize that you listed the 
faults of one whom God was pleased 
to call His friend? You seemed to for- 
get that Abraham is mentioned among 
the great heroes of faith in Hebrews 
aai7 

Most evangelical Christianity seems 
to want to “hush, hush” the failures 
of God’s heroes of faith and speak only 
of their great spiritual gifts. Our 
preachers are to say a lot about the 
sins of the unsaved, but our attitude 
seems to be that except for a few 
“black sheep,” believers have no part 
in such things. We seem to want our 
“heroes” presented as they ought to be 
and not as they really are. 

Curiously enough, we thus miss one 
of the greatest messages which the 
Bible has for believers: the message 
of the second chance, starting over 
again, or how the believer can profit 
from his mistake. We miss the fact 
that the great Bible men of faith were 
great in spite of their mistakes, not 
because they were without them. 

The Bible doesn’t hide or “play 
down” the truth when it concerns a 
man’s failures. It is frank and truth- 
ful in presenting both the failures and 
the consequences. 


If we catalogued the sins of which 
these Bible characters, “great men of 
faith,” were guilty, it might be rather 
embarrassing. No present-day preach- 
er would want to be guilty of any of 
them, But still, these were some of 
God’s greatest men. 

What does this mean? How can we 
reconcile these traits of character 
which seem so contradictory? Did not 
even Jesus ask how both bitter and 
sweet water could come out of the 
same fountain? 

Suppose we pick a few prominent 
examples. Noah became drunk. Abra- 
ham failed God at his strongest point 
—his faith wavered and he went to 
Egypt. Lot went to ruin in Sodom. 
Jacob backslid and forgot his vows. 
Moses lost his temper and hit the rock. 
David committed murder and _ adul- 
tery. Solomon couldn’t let the women 
alone. Jonah evaded God’s call to 
preach, Elijah hid and prayed to die. 
Peter cursed the Lord and lied. These 
are the facts, true pictures of the most 


WRITER FOR CHRIST 


5 Rage AUTHOR of three books, writer Har- 
ry Albus puts full time into free-lance 


writing, speaking, and research. At the 
moment he has four more books in the 
hands of his publishers. Mr. Albus was 


graduated from Minnehaha Academy, 
spent three years at Wheaton College, and 
since 1945 has been studying at the Medill 
School of Journalism. After serving a 
couple of pastorates, he was editor for two 
years of The Way which recently combined 
with Sunday. Albus is married; has four 
sons and a daughter, all with Bible names. 





tragic experiences of some of God’s 
greatest men. If we had written the 
Bible, we might have told only of the 
triumphs, But God pictured these men 
not as they ought to have been but as 
they really were. 

Why does the Bible tell the whole 
story? Wouldn’t it be better if we 
knew only the exemplary things? 
“These things were our examples, to 
the intent we should not lust after evil 
things, as they also lusted.” “Now all 
these things . . . are written for our ad- 
monition.” 

We can learn at least two helpful 
facts from the faithful portrayal of 
these truths. 

First, one can’t do wrong and get by. 
The Bible characters didn’t. They paid 
the consequences of their sin. Moses 
was kept out of the promised land. 
David lost his son and saw his house 
in ruin. Samson lost his power, And 
so on. And Paul said to the Galatian 
believers who were too often walking 
in sin, “Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man sow- 
eth, that shall he also reap.” 

But what about those believers who 
are walking in sin and yet seem to 
prosper and not have any suffering? 
Paul said that some of the sinning 
Corinthians would scarcely be saved 
and that the fruit of their sins would 
be burned. 

All of us can be certain of this one 
thing: the fruit of sinful lives must be 
burned and consequences are liable 
to be suffered both in this world and 
in that which is to come. 

The second truth that we can learn 
is that even men who sin can become 
giants for God if they confess their 
sin and are willing to renew a right 
relation with their Lord. We are re- 
minded that “He that covereth his sins 
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shall not prosper: but whoso confes- 
seth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy.” 

Here is the key to their success and 
to that of men of God in all ages: 
They dared to begin anew. 

Jacob heard the voice of God and 7 
went back to Bethel to begin over 
again. Jonah heard the Lord’s voice 
a second time and rose up and fol- 
lowed. Samson, who had lost his 
strength in the lap of a harlot, was for- 
given and his power was given back. 
Peter after cursing his Lord made a 
new start and became the famous 
preacher of Pentecost. 

Here is a vital lesson for a Christian 
who was suddenly caught by some sin 
and now doubts whether he can be 
anything for God. 

The mailbags of radio preachers, 
evangelists, and pastors are full of 
letters from hundreds who are asking, 
Am I done, spiritually? Am I to be 
put on a shelf now? Is there any hope 
for me? 

It is for these that God told the 
whole story of David, Samson, and 
Peter—to give hope to the one who has 
stumbled, to show him that there is 
another chance. 

Is it not true that in one way or 
another all of us have to begin over 
again day by day? Continually it is 


. necessary for us to “confess our sins” 


unto Him and start over again. Paul 
says, “Forgetting those things which 
ard behind...reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark... .” 

Yes, there is still another chance for 
you. The greatest saints of God in all 
ages have made mistakes, but because 
they learned the secret of beginning 
over again their lives were made fruit- 


ful. 
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Something new for campus singing 


By Pau. Beckwith, staff member, IVCF 


T LONG LAST the new Inter-Varsity 
hymnal, Hymns, is ready. After 
some seven years of planning and 
prayer, it is coming off the press and 
will be available July 1. 

Seven years ago, Charles Troutman, 
then staff representative for IVCF in 
Michigan, wrote me to suggest that we 
publish a hymnal suitable for college 
work, It was not practical then. Copy- 
right material was not available, and 
there was difficulty in obtaining per- 
mission for English hymns, Then the 
war came. 

Two or three years later, General 
Secretary C, Stacey Woods and I were 
talking at Pioneer Camp about the 
need for such a hymnal. We felt that 
existing books were unsuitable. Those 
which contained a sufficient number 
of devotional and worship hymns 
were too large to be portable, espe- 
cially in any quantity. The smaller 


books contained mostly evangelistic 
hymns and had almost no hymns of 
praise or devotion. Time after time we 
had searched for an appropriate 
hymn, to find that there were none to 
suit the occasion. 

Then we felt that a suitable hymn 
book should contain both words and 
music. The “words only” editions ‘of 
some English publications were used 
in Canada, but many of the students— 
particularly those from the States— 
did not know the tunes or where they 
could be found. 

After much prayer, each staff mem- 
ber was asked to submit a list of ten 
hymns that he considered a “must” for 
such a book. This was checked with 
Charles Troutman’s original list, and 
we went to work. Many of the songs 
were tested in conferences and student 
meetings, Some songs we hoped would 
be usable just would not sing. No one 
knows why; they just wouldn’t. Other 
tunes that were singable and famil- 





iar had words that were not suited to 
the evangelical viewpoint. | 

Many good hymns had to be 
omitted. The limited size of the book 
made it impossible to include all that 
one would like. We felt that a book 
which was to be carried to classrooms 
and study groups should not contain 
too many pages. So some hymns had 
to be eliminated arbitrarily. 

The question of the use of choruses 
came up. It was decided to omit them 
—with one exception, the chorus that 
has become almost a standard in IVCF 
circles: ““Thou Wilt Keep Him in Per- 
fect Peace.” Most choruses are so eas- 
ily learned that they need not be 
printed. Then too they are short-lived 
in popularity. And people in various 
sections of the country sing various 
choruses which are easily obtainable: 

Then there was the difficulty of 
selecting the right tunes. For instance, 
in Canadian circles the hymn tune 
“Rockingham” is used with Isaac 


Watts’ hymn “When I Survey the 


Wondrous Cross.” In the United 
States, the tune “Hamburg” is the 
more familiar one. It was decided to 
use “Hamburg” for, this particular 
hymn, since the tune “Rockingham” 
was already in the book—to the words 
“God in the Gospel of His Son.” 

In some cases, it was decided to use 
a new tune to familiar words, in the 
hope that the new tune would increase 
the use of the song and call attention 
to the words. This is particularly true 
of “Just As I Am.” The tune associated 
with these words almost invariably 
links it with the last few moments of 
an evangelistic meeting, where it has 
a very real ministry; but with another 
tune, the words will be found extreme- 
ly valuable for other worship situa- 
tions. 

Then there are some hymns which, 
though new to many, we felt should 


4 


be included. It is hoped that chapters 
will take time to learn them. After 
all, it is as important to learn new 
hymns as it is to read a new book, par- 
ticularly if the hymn expresses the 
spiritual experience of one’s own life 
or that for which he is striving. 

The list was finally completed and 
approved by the Publications Commit- 
tee of IVCF Board of Directors. Then 
came the mechanical details of plan- 
ning the book. Long correspondence 
ensued with England to secure permis- 
sion to use some English copyrights. 
Every effort was made to trace these 
down to give proper credit. David 
Adeney, now in IVCF work in China, 
was in England at the time and helped 
find the owners of these copyrights. 

In order to make Hymns function- 
al, the hymns are divided into sections 
as they will be used. Thus it is pos- 
sible, for instance, in planning a devo- 
tional meeting, to turn to that section 
of the hymn book and find the hymns 
best suited to that particular type of 
meeting. An introduction gives help 
in the use of the hymn book, and each 
section is preceded by a statement as 
to the use of the hymns in the partic- 
ular section. 

But beyond the regular meetings 
and group singing, it is hoped by the 
editors that the hymn book will be- 
come a real part of the individual 
student’s devotional life. Hymns are 
effective and helpful in the Quiet 
Time. They are not a substitute for 
the Word of God, but often express 
our own desires and aspirations in a 
way that we could not extemporize. 
Memorize the words and make them 
your own. 

There is a great deal of misunder- 
standing today about the place and 
value of singing. Many times a song 
service is held just because it is cus- 
tomary. It is a good way to fill in the 





P PRESS NOTICE! 

NTER-VARSITY’s business manager has just 

announced the prices on Hymns and 
ates that the office is now ready to receive 
rders. Appearing in its attractive two-tone 
Bristol cover, the hymn book will sell for 
Koc a single copy, postpaid; for 40c each, 
hlus postage, in quantities over ten; 35¢ 
ach, plus postage, in quantities of fifty or 
more. Campus groups are urged to send in 
eir prepaid orders now, that they may be 
hipped promptly upon the release of 
YMNs to a reliable summer address, so 
hat the books may be ready for use on 
rampus as soon as the IVCF groups re- 
pssemble in September. 


time until the speaker takes over. If 
something is to be done—like opening 
the windows to get fresh air or moving 
chairs—it is easy to cover the commo- 
tion by singing a song. Those present 
are “worked on” like a college cheer- 
ing section, They are encouraged to be 
enthusiastic, to smile, and to keep up 
the tempo. The right “atmosphere” 
must be produced in the song service 
so that the speaker can begin with 
everyone wide awake. 

But this is hardly the place and 
value of singing in a Christian gather- 
ing. The singing of the hymn is of as 
much importance as the preaching of 
the Word. All should be done “with 
the spirit.” Note that in I Corinthians 
14, the apostle Paul links prayer and 
singing with prophesying as spiritual 
gifts, and on an equal plane. Comipare 
verse 15: “I will pray with the spirit, 
and I will pray with the understand- 
ing also: I will sing with the spirit, 
and I will sing with the understand- 
ing also.” 

It is to be noted that singing is one 
activity in which each individual in 
a group may take part. Here is an 
opportunity for sharing in the minis- 
try. Much in every meeting is “taking 
in’; in singing we have an opportun- 
ity of “giving out.” The words of the 


hymn become the vehicle for united 
testimony, united worship,” united 
praise, or united prayer. Too, each 
singer makes the words of the hymn 
the expression of his personal testi- 
mony, worship, praise, or prayer. 


Or perhaps it is a gospel hymn that 
is being sung. The message of that 
hymn becomes the individual message 
of each one who is singing, and he 
has the opportunity of proclaiming 
the glorious gospel of Christ’s redeem- 
ing love just as truly as the speaker. 
Singing thus contributes definitely to 
the purpose of the meeting and should 
be as much a part of it as the speak- 
ing, the Bible reading, or the benedic- 
tion. 

The folly of careless singing, then, 
is evident. It is as much a sin as care- 
less preaching. When we sing truths 
which we do not mean, when we attri- 
bute to ourselves emotions which we 
do not experience and have no desire 
to experience, we are telling untruths. 
Someone has said that “more lies are 
told in a song service than anywhere 
else.” Many who have no intention of 
yielding themselves to the Lord will 
sing glibly to Him, “Hold o’er my 
being absolute sway.” 

It is not to be implied that every 
individual must measure up one hun- 
dred per cent to the spiritual experi- 
ence about which he sings, but cer- 
tainly he should have the desire and 
intention to do so, recognizing, of 
course, his own weaknesses and short- 
comings. 

It is with the hope of helping stu- 
dents who do desire to sing “with the 
spirit and with the understanding 
also” that Hymns has been issued. 

“Let your singing be of psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs; and make 
melody with the music of your hearts, 
to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19, Conybeare’s 
translation). 





WANTED: CHRISTIANS WHO THINK 


By Berry GIssELQUIST 


VANGELICAL CHRISTIANS, of all on 
E the face of the globe, should be 
the people who dare to think. They 
have “the beginning of wisdom” and 
should eagerly press on to learn more. 

Instead, there has come the disease 
into the church—as in all established 
systems—of living idly off the thought 
of others. An unquestioning accep- 
tance “by faith” of the dogmas of 
Christian parents and leaders has even 
been taught as a virtue. But “by faith” 
doesn’t mean severing the body at the 
neck-line and throwing the top away. 
It includes an honest and intelligent 
examination of facts and a thorough 
persuasion that the things which we 
are to trust are true. 

Tennyson declared, “There lives 
more faith in honest doubt... than 
half the creeds.” He was referring to 
the man who dares to ask questions 
and subject his thoughts and ideas to 
critical study. God and the Bible and 
Christian experience can bear scru- 
tiny. Let us dare to question and seek 
further knowledge and new light, 
even while we maintain a steadfast 
faith not in the things we cannot 
know, but in the One we know. Do 
we dare to become uncertain of state- 
ments we have long accepted as fact, 


and be just as certain of Him as ever? 
Do we dare to shake the cobwebs of 
old associations out of our minds, and 
search the Bible not to illustrate our 
beliefs but to find what it teaches? 


This does not mean to say that we 
should throw overboard all that we 
have been taught. That would not be 
sound judgment. But it does mean to 
urge that we think for ourselves, The 
truths that others have discovered—if 
they would bless us and move through 
us—must become our truths. They 
must be sounded and tested and ex- 
plored till they are not just well- 
phrased formulas but spirit and life, 
not memorized items but positive be- 
liefs. And error that we have accepted 
as truth must be discovered and dis- 
carded before it carries its trail of 
death through us. 

Then too we must often find new 
language to express the gospel teach- 
ings. Words that carry rich connota- 
tions in the inner church circle sound 
old-fashioned and stale to the worldly 
minded, There is no virtue in forcing 
them to ponder and question until 
they understand: what we mean. It’s 
quicker to use their language where, 
by thinking, we can find familiar 
words which will give the desired 
meaning. If, so far as you can learn, 
their vocabulary does not contain the 
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necessary word, think through an il- 
lustration that will define your word 
so that they can understand it. 

Being all things to all men in- 
cludes meeting them with words and 
thoughts they understand in order to 
lead them to know our Christ. 

A whole area of stock gospel illus- 
trations about the praying mother and 
child’s confession of sin mean nothing 
to the average modern audience whose 
homes have not been Christian. Jesus 
used everyday illustrations of things 
common to His audience, and His ser- 
mons made sense to the unregenerate 
listeners. Ours should too. 

All of this requires effort. True 
thinking requires keeping one’s eyes 
open for facts; conversely, looking at 
facts carefully will lead to thinking. 
Don’t say, as the man who saw flames 
licking into his hotel room doorway, 
“The building can’t be burning; it’s 
fireproof.” He was shutting his eyes 
to the facts to maintain his belief. 

If the facts around you do not seem 
to bear out the statements of the Bible, 
you will never arrive at the truth by 
shutting your mind to the facts and 
simply maintaining that the Bible 
must be right. Such a procedure will 
never satisfy either heart or intellect, 
yours or that of the friend you are 
trying to win to the Saviour. Further- 
more, growth and progress will stop at 
once, while the deadly process of stag- 
nation and decay sets in. 

That the Bible is true requires no 
hoodwinking or sidestepping to estab- 
lish. Every actual fact of knowledge 
and experience should be taken as a 
helpful commentary to aid us in get- 
ting at its teachings. Where the two 
do not seem to jibe, wait and pray and 
ponder and study and wait some more. 
It is just such dilemmas that have led 
to the greatest scientific discoveries. 
And we need spiritual discoveries. 


Often a new and deeper understand- 
ing of Scripture truth will come; often 
some other part of the Bible will be 
found to supplement and illumine the 
teaching in question; perhaps most 
often of all, a deeper spiritual expe- 
rience will open our eyes to a whole 
new realm of life, and what was diffi- 
cult before will become simple and 
plain. God wants to lead us into all 
of these things, things we must expe- 
rience to be helpful to others; but we 
will never get to any of them by shut- 
ting our eyes to facts. 

Charles G. Finney lived in “honest 
doubt” for years, seeing much in the 
lives and teachings of his Christian 
associates that he could not reconcile 
to his ideas of religion. He read and 
studied the Bible for himself, thought 
it through as carefully and skeptically 
as he examined his cases at law, and 
came out with an unshakable convic- 
tion of its truth and an experience and 
wisdom that blessed thousands in his 
day and since. 

Do not think that earnest, consci- 
entious thinking will solve all the 
problems of theology and the Chris- 
tian walk. It won't. But prayerful, 
honest, seeking thought and study will 
untangle many of them. And to those 
who will to know, the doctrine will 
be revealed; and to those who ask, 
wisdom will be given. 

For each one who has the courage 
and persistence to think, a vast circle 
will be blessed by the truth he discov- 
ers. But where will God find the 
thinkers? ; 


IVCF IN-LAW 


M* GISSELQUIST finds time not only to 
write about Christians who think, but 
also, we guess, to be one herself; and with 
a 20-months-old son as part of one’s respon- 
sibility, that’s something. Betty’s husband 
is Orloue, editor of Evangelize, the organ 
of the Lutheran Evangelistic Movement. 
He was active in IVCF at the University 
of Minnesota not many years ago. 





Books of yesterday for tomorrow 


By Wicsur M. SmitTH 


HEN TOWARD THE END of his life, 
W rem Wesley was asked by a 
group of clergymen, “What general 
method of employing our time would 


you advise?” he replied, ‘““From six in 
the morning till twelve (allowing an 
hour for breakfast) to reading in order 
with much prayer, first, A Christian 
Library and the other books which we 
have published in prose and verse, and 
then those which we recommended in 
our rules of Kingswood School.... 
Read the most useful books, and that 
regularly and constantly. Certainly, 
spend all morning in this employ, or 
at least five hours in four and twenty.” 

Now what was A Christian Library? 
It has a most interesting history. 

In 1750, Wesley launched a huge 
publishing venture which carried the 
following title: A Christian Library: 
Consisting of Extracts from and 
Abridgments of the Choicest Pieces of 
Practical Divinity Which Have Been 
Published in the English Tongue. 
Fifty volumes appeared between 1750 


and 1755. It was revised and repub- 
lished, 1819-1826, in thirty substantial 
volumes, embracing something more 
than 12,000 pages and costing, Wesley 
once said, over 200 pounds. In the 
preface, Wesley remarks: “We com- 
monly believe that there is not in the 
world a more complete body of prac- 
tical divinity than is now extant in 
the English tongue, in the writings 
of the last and present century.” 

A few years later, in 1788, Bishop 
Richard Watson (1737-1816) pub- 
lished a famous series of reprints 
known as A Collection of Theological 
Tracts, which in the second edition ap- 
peared in six volumes. 

In the first quarter of the 19th cen- 
tury, Jared Sparks, the brilliant 
historical investigator, editor of the 
collected writings of George Washing- 
ton, and president of Harvard Uni- 
versity, published a series of volumes 
entitled, A Collection of Essays and 
Tracts of Theology from Various Au- 
thors, with Biographical and Critical 
Notices (Boston, 1823-1826). Professor 
Sparks secured the materials for this 





collection 
sources. 

In 1825 the American Tract Society 
was formed, and soon afterward began 
the most elaborate publication of re- 
prints of great Christian classics ever 
to be undertaken in this country. 
Many -of them appeared under the 
title, The Evangelical Family Library. 
How many of these duodecimo vol- 
umes were published, I do not know. 
The volume I have in my hands is 
numbered six, and contains Baxter’s 
Call to the Unconverted and his Dying 
Thoughts, with an introductory essay 
by Dr. Thomas Chalmers—a volume 
of some 350 pages. These little black 
volumes with gold lettering, which 
can still be found scattered about our 
land, and frequently on the shelves of 
secondhand bookstores, performed a 
magnificent service in their day. 

About this time in England, a re- 
markable set of books, 12mo. in size, 
appeared, published by the famous 
Clarke firm of Edinburgh (1833-1844) 
with the title The Biblical Cabinet, or 
Hermeneutical, Exegetical and Philo- 
logical Library in forty-five volumes. 
This contains some of the most impor- 
tant theological literature of modern 
times, much of which, one regrets to 
say, is now forgotten. 

As far as I know, the last major 
series of reprints of Christian classics 
was started in 1868 by Macmillan of 
London, who published twelve vol- 
umes under the general heading Sun- 
day Library for Household Reading 
(1868-1871) which included some 
very interesting works written for this 
series, among which may be men- 
tioned Guizot’s Saint Louis and Cal- 
vin; George MacDonald’s England’s 
Antiphon: An Historical Review of 
the Religious Poetry of England; 
Canon Farrar’s famous volume, Seek- 
ers After God, and MacLear’s Apostles 


largely from European 


of Medieval Europe. Apart from the 
great series of reprints of Puritan 
divines by Nichols, I am not acquaint- 
ed with any other noteworthy series 
of reprints that deserves consideration 
in this brief survey. 


T WOULD SEEM then for over seventy 
I years no extended series of reprints 
of great Christian classics has been 
undertaken. The Moody Press, after 
many months of careful study of this 
subject, has begun, in uniform bind- 
ing, the publication of such a series, to 
which has been given the title, The 
Wycliffe Series of Christian Classics. 
It is hoped that two volumes a year 
will be published, at least for the next 
ten years, in this series, under the joint 
editorship of Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
and Rev. S. Maxwell Coder. Among 
the volumes planned for publication 
are the Private Devotions of Lancelot 
Andrewes; Martin Luther’s Table 
Talk; The Christian’s Great Interest, 
by William Guthrie; The Fountain of 
Life Opened Up, by John Flavel; John 
Owen’s Meditations and Discourses on 
the Glory of Christ; the Journal of 
John Wollman; and an incomparable 
series of lectures, extending to over 
500 pages, on the First Epistle of John, 
published by Professor Robert S. Cand- 
lish (1866) and now entirely unob- 
tainable. Mr. Coder is at work on the 
Letters of Samuel Rutherford. Mr. 
Philip E, Howard, Jr., of the Sunday 
School Times will be editor of Jona- 
than Edwards’ memorable Life of 
David Brainerd. Dr. Frank E. Gae- 
belein of Stony Brook, Long Island, is 
editing Memoir and Remains of Rob- 
ert Murray M’Cheyne. 


HE FIRST VOLUME of this series, The 
Suffering Saviour, by F. W. Krum- 
macher, the greatest preacher of Eu- 
rope in the middle of the 19th century, 


9 




















appeared last month. Krummacher’s 
great career as preacher, writer, and 
defender of the faith can be found in 
this volume sketched from Krum- 
macher’s autobiography and other 
relevant writings. 

Krummacher divides these’ fifty- 
three messages, all but three of which 
relate to events in the last twenty-four 
hours of our Lord’s life, into three 
parts—‘The Outer Court,” containing 
the first eleven messages, concluding 
with the walk from the upper room 
to the garden; “The Holy Place,” con- 
taining thirty messages beginning 
with four relating to the episodes of 
the garden, and carrying us down to 
the actual journey to Golgotha; and 
“The Most Holy Place,” the last thir- 
teen, referring to the cross and inter- 
ment. Two quotations here, both re- 
lating to the Gethsemane experience, 
indicate the richness of this work. 
Krummacher says at the beginning of 
one of his chapters: 

“T confess that whenever I am called 


upon to treat of the sacred mysteries 
of Gethsemane, I can not divest myself 


of a certain degree of awe, I feel as if 
there stood at the gate of that garden 
a cherub, who, if not with a flaming 
sword, yet with a repelling gesture 
refused admittance, and emphatically 
repeated our Lord’s injunction to tarry 
outside, while He retires to pray. A 
feeling always seizes me, as if it were 
unbecoming to act as a spy on the Son 
of the living God in His most secret 
transactions with His heavenly 
Father; and that a sinful eye ventures 
too much in daring to look upon a 
scene in which the Lord appears in 


“Let us hasten to Gethsemane, 
therefore, when we feel oppressed in 
a world where selfishness reigns para- 
mount, and what still remains of the 
charity of the Gospel threatens to ex- 
pire in self-seeking and self-love. The 
loving Saviour, whom we _ behold 
struggling for us in Gethsemane, 
continues ours; and how faithfully, 
ardently, and disinterestedly is He 
attached to us! What a price did it cost 
Him to elevate such unworthy crea- 
tures as we are from our misery, and 
to procure eternal salvation for us! 

“Resort to Gethsemane when you 
stand uncertain which way to choose 
—whether to give yourselves to God or 
to the service of the world. Geth- 
semane will make it evident to you 
what sin is. Look at Jesus. He did no 
sin, but only took upon Him that of 
others. How did it fare with Him? 
‘Now is the hour and the power of 
darkness,’ said He. He was given up to 
the assaults of the infernal hosts. How 
they fell upon Him! How they tor- 
mented His holy soul! What horrible 
company! what nameless terrors! But 
know that what tortured Him for a 
time, menaces you forever! Think of 
being eternally doomed to endure the 
society and the scourges of the infer- 
nal powers! Is it possible to conceive 
of anything more terrible? Remember 
the rich man in the Gospel, who vain- 
ly besought a drop of water to cool his 
parched tongue. Who among you can 
bear to dwell with devouring fire or 
abide with everlasting burnings? Be 
irresolute no longer. On the left yawns 
the pit, on the right shines the crown! 
Sin begets death, but the fruit of right- 
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such a state of weakness and abandon- 
ment that places Him on the same 
footing with the most miserable 
among men.” 


Toward the end of the same chapter 
he says: 
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eousness is life and peace. 

“Let us repair to Gethsemane, last- 
ly, when the storms of temptation roar 
around us, and Satan goes about seek- 
ing whom he may devour. The days in 
which our lot has fallen are danger- 







ous, and few there are who are not 
carried away with the stream of im- 
piety. Even in the circle of the believ- 
ing and the pious, how much weakness 
of faith, decrepitude of spirit, want of 
peace, and discouragement do we per- 
ceive! He, therefore, who wishes to be 
secure, must resort to Gethsemane.” 

N THE CHAPTER, “The Traitor’s 

Kiss,” Krummacher says: 

“We may have read and heard a 
thousand times of this horrible fact, 
and yet as often as it is repeated, we 
are astonished afresh, as if we had 
never heard it before. Can there be a 
more appalling or more deeply affect- 
ing scene than this treacherous be- 


trayal of his Master? Where did every 
personified goodness and consummate 
wickedness, heaven and hell, meet in 
more open and awful contrast? Scarce- 
ly can we support the overpowering 
impressions which we here receive of 
the superabundance of divine love and 


meekness on the one hand, and the 
fullness of Satanic wickedness on the 
other! We are witnesses of a parting 
scene—one of the most melancholy 
and mysterious the world has ever be- 
held—Jesus and His disciple Judas, 
separated forever ...This act is the 
most profligate and abominable that 
ever emanated from the dark region 
of human sinfulness and degeneracy. 
It grew on the soil, not of devilish, but 
of human nature, although not with- 
out infernal influence, and hence it 


READER SMITH 


EGULAR READERS of HIS don’t need to be 
introduced to Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 


one of Inter-Varsity’s truest friends. Dr. 
Smith compiled the bibliography of Chris- 
tian reading which made up the November 
HIS and supplied us with other book lists 
and articles from time to time. He is the 
author of Peloubet’s Notes, The Super- 
naturalness of Christ, Therefore Stand, and 
the newly-issued The Increasing Peril, be- 
sides being one of the most popular instruc- 
tors at the Moody Bible Institute. 


may be attributed in all its infamy, to 
our own race. It condemns our whole 
race, and at the same time places be- 
yond question the entire necessity of 
an atonement, mediation, and satisfac- 
tion, in order that our souls may be 
saved. The kiss of Judas is the indelible 
brandmark on the forehead of man- 
kind, through which their ‘virtuous 
pride’ receives the stamp of lunacy 
and absurdity... . 

“The Lord now calls him by his 
name, as men hope to awake a lunatic 
sleepwalker, who is seen treading on 
the edge of a precipice, before casting 
himself down. ‘Judas,’ says the Lord, 
with emphasis, as if He would leave 
nothing unattempted for his rescue, 
and as if He intended by it to say, 
‘Does not the mention of thy name re- 
mind thee that thou art called after 
the noble and princely tribe of which 
thou art a scion, and yet dost thou 
come to Me in this manner?’ After 
thus mentioning his name, our Lord 
plainly characterizes his deed. Yet 
even then we hear Him giving a turn 
to His speech, as if He disbelieved the 
possibility of the traitor’s purpose. As 
if still questioning it, He says, ‘Betray- 
est thou the Son of man with a kiss?’ 

‘“‘Betrayest thou the Son of man 
with a kiss?’ This is, therefore, the 
eternal farewell to the miserable apos- 
tate from the lips of the Saviour of 
sinners. Woe to the unhappy man! 
Hell triumphs over him, heaven for- 
sakes him, and the hollow thunder of 
that question still rolls over the head 
of Judas.” 

A great deal of enthusiasm has been 
elicited by the announcement of this 
series, and the magnificent typogra- 
phy and format of the first volume is 
promise that this may well be the most 
significant series of reprints of great 
Christian classics ever to be produced 
by an American publishing house, 
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ClO HEARD his street-car- token rico- 
S chet against the sides of the fare 
box as he-stuffed his way back through 
the going-to-work crowd. He thrust 
his arm over an overcoated shoulder 
and clasped a section of the white pole, 
half warm where another’s hand had 
been, half cool. 

The unshielded globes along the 
ceiling of the car threw a yellow light 
on the meb of faces and cast exagger- 
ated hat and nose shadows onto the 
laps of the lucky ones who had seats. 
But it did not dispel the strange, un- 
seasonable darkness outside. In fact, 
all that Scio could see out the windows 
was a duplication of the scene within 
the car. Another girl in a white ba- 
bushka, another overalled workman 
with a lunchbox, another Scio trying 
to read a physics text jogged along in 
the dismal blackness outside. 

For a moment Scio wondered which 
group was real and which but the re- 
flection of the real. 


By Sur NicHo Ls 
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But only for a moment. He, a col- 
lege senior trained in the techniques 
of scientific logic, could not let himself 
be emotional about this. The early 
morning newscaster had quoted an 
eminent astronomer who blamed the 
darkness on sun spots of an unusual 
nature. That was logical, that made 
sense, that was truth. The moment of 
temptation to yield to something be- 
neath pure science was over. He 
thought of his Uncle Noah and smiled. 
What was it he had said in his letter 
to Scio’s father? “The Lord has com- 
manded me to build an ark and gather 
in my clan against that day when He 
shall pull down the eyelid of the sun 
and shed tears for the wickedness of 
Creation.” Beautiful perhaps, but 
bunk, 

A fat, well-dressed man nearby 
crackled the pages of the Morning 
F-mech-Gazette; Suddenly Scio noticed 
his uncle’s name at the head of one 
of the columns. By easing a worker’s 
bluish metal lunch-box aside, he could 
read the article: 
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NOAH AGREES TO 
DESTROY ARK 


Enoch, June 10...Gomer Impere, 
chairman of the Committee on 
Public Welfare, today handed 
Ebenezer Noah the city’s ultima- 
tum. It declared the ark which 
Noah has been building a fire haz- 
ard and demanded that it be dis- 
mantled within two weeks. Noah, 
who maintains that the world will 
soon be destroyed by a deluge 
which he calls rain, has constructed 
a huge boat hundreds of miles from 
any body of water. 

So confident... 

All at once the print leaped, the 
car screeched to a stop, and the metal 
lunch-box banged against Scio’s head. 

“Crazy driver,” muttered a man to- 
ward the back of the car, “oughta 
know to have his lights on in weather 
like this.” 

“Weather?” puzzled Scio, “but sun 
spots aren’t weather.” He went back 
to the newspaper: 


So confident is Noah of the near 
end of the world, that he has agreed 
to tear down the ark without fur- 
ther action by the City Council if 
it has not begun to rain by the end 
of the week. 

Said Mr. Impere of his attitude: 
‘“‘We’re glad he decided to be sen- 
sible about this matter. He is an 
eccentric, though—we believe— 
harmless, old man.” 

But the next corner was Scio’s. He 
pushed his way to the front of the car 
and jumped out. The day before, the 
campus had stretched away green and 
fresh, flecked with glints of light 
where the sun touched the dew. The 
cluster of buildings which made up 
the University of Enoch had stood 
gray and dignified before a bright blue 
sky. Scio remembered having paused 
to read the inscription above the main 
entrance to Javin Hall: 


DEDICATED TO MAN 
GOD OF THE UNIVERSE 


Today all he could see were the 
squares of light at the windows; they 
seemed to be suspended in the air 
without stone or mortar between. And 
he noticed that the chiseled letters 
were only a blur. 

The halls were dim, and the eager, 
senseless joking chatter of the milling 
students irritated him. Clanging his 
locker shut, he hurried off to physics. 
Long before the last bow-tied senior 
had taken his seat, Scio had carefully 
copied into his notebook the outline on 


the board: 


Exercise 32—Precipitation 
1. Origin 
II. Dissolution 
Ill. The Impossibility of Rain 


He sat impatiently through all the 
general confusion: the zipping of brief 
cases, the clicking of notebook rings, 
the shuffling of papers. Finally Dr. 
More cleared his throat, poked his 
thumbs into his armpits, and began: 

“At the present time all of the 
earth’s moisture arises from mists 
which form continuously out of the 
seas and rivers. These mists are the 
result of the integration of wind ac- 
tion, which we studied in Exercise 27, 
and wave action, which we studied 
in Exercise 30. They are called cum- 
ulo-nimbus formations.” 


STUDENT WRITER 


ERSATILE Sue Nichols, a Senior at the 

University of Pittsburgh and secretary 
of the IVCF group there, has had expe- 
rience as playground counselor, cashier, 
waitress, and optical clerk. “Scio’s Last 
Day” was written as an assignment for a 
course in short story. Says Miss Nichols: 
“Lest my readers be somewhat confused, 
let me give this word of explanation. The 
time of the story is the period of Noah the 
Arkbuilder. In order to effect a satire, I 
have attributed to Noah’s age certain at- 
tributes of our modern society.” , 





He stopped lecturing long enough 
to scrawl the word on the board. 

“These nimbus formations are 
swept inland by steady winds, where 
two forces set to work to destroy them. 
The first is plant life. Drs. Mahalaleel 
and Cainan of the land of Nod worked 
for several years to establish this fact. 
By dissecting the roots of the Magog 
flower, draining them, and measuring 
the water thus obtained, they were 
able to determine that vegetation ab- 
sorbs about 34 inches of moisture per 
year. That which does not run back to 
the oceans—and is not used up by the 
animals—is dissipated by the sun. 
Otherwise, we would be as fish living 
in a vast atmosphere of water.” 

The long cylindrical lights in the 
room winked dim for a moment; then 
brightened again. Dr. More contin- 
ued: 

“Now, as we all know, there is a 
certain naive group in our contempor- 
ary society which claims that mois- 
ture is going to descend from the sky 
and destroy the world. I believe they 
call this phenomenon rain. If we are 
to believe that such a miraculous hap- 
pening is to take place, we must accept 
some incredible theories indeed. We 
must believe that the moisture which 
the earth does not absorb stays intact, 
rises, and remains suspended in mid- 
air. And then this material, which is 
so light as to rise in the first place, is 
going to gain by some magical means, 
up there in the atmosphere, sufficient 
weight to fall back down to earth 
again. 

“Of course, the group which pro- 
poses this does not attempt to explain 
how it is to occur. They lump its ab- 
surdities under that cover-all term 


‘divine will’ and refuse to elaborate.” 

Murky clouds writhed about the 
windows as Dr. More concluded: 

‘Just let me say, to finish up today, 
that reasoning of this sort is not of 
college level. The man who prefers to 
live by superstition rather than by 
investigation is simply not mature.” 

Scio left the class with a confidence 
he had never known before. He pic- 
tured the gleaming laboratory of Drs. 
Mahalaleel and Cainan; he imagined 
their meticulous research and careful 
computations. What benefactors to 
mankind! 

Scio knew now, too, that his boister- 
ous father, who had made so many 
erroneous decisions, had chosen right- 
ly when, many years ago, he had 
alienated himself from his clan. He 
was lucky not to be associated with 
the Noah family today. How awk- 
ward, how embarrassing it would be 
when old Uncle Noah finally had to 
lead out the elephants, the lions, the 
cattle, and all the rest of the menag- 
erie two by two and seven by seven; 
when he had to tear down the ark 
cubit by cubit, and admit to all the 
citizenry of Enoch that he had been 
wrong. Perhaps he would be lucky— 
perhaps the sun spots would continue 
to make the day like night. [f it did, 
he could erase his folly inconspicuous- 
ly without anyone seeing him. Yes, 
perhaps the darkness would be Uncle 
Noah’s salvation. ... 


The next morning, while Scio tossed 


in a nervous sleep, a jagged, accusing, 
streak of brightness leaped across the 
heavens. A disgruntled rumble am- 
bled along behind and lost itself in 
the quaking earth. 

Then it began to rain. 


HY Thou could’st ever love me so, and be the God Thou art, 
ls darkness to my intellect, but sunshine to my heart. 
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NEW IDEAS 
FOR WEEK-END 
CONFERENCES 


LREADY plans are under way in 
A many areas for fall conferences, 
and it is well to ask ‘““Why have a con- 
ference anyway?” What’s the idea in 
50 to 75 students trekking off to some 
secluded spot, sleeping on uncomfort- 
able cots with insufficient covering, 
paying extra for meals already pro- 
vided in the dorm (with no discount 
fer those that are skipped), taking 
time off from studies when there is a 
term report coming up in Psychology 
301? Is it worth it? The answer is, 
“Yes, provided...” 

Why have a conference? Well, there 
is that intimacy of spiritual fellow- 
ship in conference surroundings that 
is not possible on a college campus. 
There is the advantage of “coming 
apart” and concentrating on spiritual 
needs. There is the help from associa- 
tion with Christian students and 
leaders from other campuses. There is 
that intangible something that we 
recognize as the presence of the Lord, 


which is all too readily forgotten in 
the rush of college life. 

Your Inter-Varsity staff member 
will be working with you on the con- 
ference. This is essential, particularly 
if it is to include more than the stu- 
dents of your own campus, But even 
so, it is well to think things through 
yourself. 

First, what is your objective? You 
need to have this clearly in mind and 
stick to it through thick and thin, un- 
less God guides you obviously to 
change it. Of course if you are plan- 
ning a conference with a view to 
reaching unsaved students and none 
show up, the obvious thing is to switch 
the program to reach the Christian 
students and find out what the trouble 
is! 

There are two main purposes for a 
conference which should be recog- 
nized: (1) Deepening of the spiritual 
life. (2) Conversion of the unsaved. 
Ordinarily your fall conference will 





University of Minnesota conferees enjoy an afternoon session on the hillside 
with Associate General Secretary Charles Troutman. 


stress the former, and your spring con- 
ference the latter. Michigan plans a 


state-wide conference in the fall for 
the deepening of the spiritual life and 
preparation for the year’s work, with 
evangelistic house parties for indi- 
vidual .campuses in the spring. But 
neither of these purposes can be iso- 
lated from the other completely. 

In addition to these main purposes 
will be the discussion of practical 
problems of campus witnessing, en- 
couraging students who are standing 
alone for the Lord on their campus, 
exchanging ideas with other campus 
groups, getting to know the members 
of your own chapter ‘etter. 

Ideally the conference should be 
held away from a city at a farmhouse, 
cottage, Bible conference grounds, 
tourist resort, or Scout camp. The 
Canadian Prairies’ Conference last 
fall was held on a farm near Aberdeen, 
Saskatchewan; the Northwest Confer- 
ence last January at “The Firs,” a 
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sity, 


Bible conference center near Lake 
Whatcom, five miles from Belling- 
ham, Washington; the Iowa State 
Conference last November came off at 
Lake Macbride, fifteen miles from 
Iowa City; the Wayne University 
chapter hiked through the snow last 
February to a youth hostel outside 
Detroit; the April conference for the 
University of Michigan was at- Wal- 
denwoods, conference site de luxe. 

It is better to get a site far enough 
from the college to discourage any 
from going back and forth several 
times and thus losing part of the bless- 
ing, and disrupting those who do stay. 
ddewever, many successful conferences 
have been held right on a college 
campus with the students from other 
schools as guests: of the local group. 
The state of Ohio held its spring con- 
ference this year at Denison Univer- 
Granville, Ohio. For several 
years, Michigan used a hotel in Jack- 
son, picked largely because of its cen- 





Impromptu Bible discussions are often the outgrowth of sharper spiritual appe- 
tites gained at a Christian student conference. 


tral location and the availability of 
transportation, 


How can you locate such a confer- 
ence site? Remember God does answer 
prayer, so you will make it a matter of 


definite prayer. Then inquire of 
friendly pastors of various denomina- 
tions. They will know the church 
camps. In some states, the Bureau of 
Social Welfare or the Conservation 
Department has on file a list by coun- 
ties of every group camp available in 
the state with detailed information 
about its equipment and how it can 
be obtained. 

The accommodations need not be 
luxurious. There should be facilities 
for cooking, mattresses and cots, and 
a room—preferably with a fireplace 
large enough to seat the whole group. 
Although it is possible for the work of 
shopping, planning, cooking, dish- 
washing, etc., to be divided among the 
students, it is much better to hire a 
cook and kitchen help for this. The 


cost divided among all the students is 
not much, and it leaves all of them 
free to attend the meetings. Simple 
tasks like setting and clearing the 
table can be assigned to a “fatigue 
squad.” Be sure to check on the kitchen 
and table equipment that is available 
at the camp so you will not be caught 
short. Menus planned should be sim- 
ple, ample, and inexpensive. Avoid 
using baked ham at $1.00 per pound, 
but be sure nobody goes away from the 
table hungry. 

Expenses should be kept as low as 
possible and should be met by assess- 
ment of each one attending the confer- 
ence. Be sure to include enough of a 
registration fee to cover, in addition 
to board and room, your incidental ex- 
penses and travel and honorarium for 
your speaker. Host schools should con- 
sider the possibility of bearing an 
extra share so that those who have 
heavy transportation expenses will 
not be prohibited from attending. 
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Delegates from the University of Alberta enjoy a ride in a topless buggy drawn 
by “horsemen” Jack Reggin and George Gibson. 


When: you have a place picked for 
the conference, you must decide whom 


to invite. Larger chapters have to limit 
the conference to a few schools, but 
even then it is well to invite a few 
from struggling groups on nearby 
campuses. The Virginia Conference 
was attended by representatives from 
eight schools. Of course, the number 
of people to be invited depends on the 
size of the accommodations. Successful 
conferences have been held with from 
25 to 200 attending. There is an inspi- 
ration in a large conference in fellow- 
ship with students from other schools, 
but it is difficult to get down to vital 
problems in a large group. The per- 
sonal element is lacking. Ideally, from 
50 to 75 is a large enough group. 

In the selection of your speaker, 
consult your Inter-Varsity staff mem- 
ber. He knows who has a message for 
college students and who is available. 
Not all ministers or Bible teachers are 
especially talented to speak to univer- 


sity students. Get a speaker if at all 
possible who can stay all through your 
conference, Speakers who come to give 
a’ message and leave immediately 
thereafter are usually not able te help 
many students personally. 

Don’t leave all the responsibility to 
the leaders and the speakers. The best 
work at a conference is done outside of 
the meetings. Howard Guinness says, 
‘““‘We depend upon speakers to our last- 
ing detriment.” Feel free to speak to 
some student of what the Lord has 
been doing for you in your personal 
life. This may open the way for real 
Christian Fellowship and prayer. One 
student at a recent conference led one 
of his fellow students to the Lord at 
five o’clock in the morning and, later, 
another to real consecration of life. 

Some Christian students, when they 
attend conferences, are completely un- 
disciplined with regard to their 
friendships. They spend their time 
with their own particular friends. If 





Good food and plenty of it—whether served table d’héte or 


a “must” for any student conference. 


they are called upon to share a room 
with someone who is not in their par- 


ticular clique, they complain to high 
heaven. They do not seem to realize 


that others there may need their 
friendship, and they are so occupied 
with their own group that they miss 
an opportunity of service for the Lord. 

If we would go to a conference with 
the idea of contributing something 
rather than getting something, we 
would not only give but we would 
receive too. Yet if we go with the idea 
of giving in order that we may get, we 
fail on both counts, That is paradoxi- 
cal, but true. Is not this the principle 
that our Lord laid down when He said, 
“Whosoever will lose his life for my 
sake shall find it’? 

Make much of prayer. Don’t crowd 
in so many meetings for hearing ad- 
dresses that prayer is pushed into a 
secondary place. Some conferences 
have found real blessing in a chain of 
prayer with students signing up to 


‘ 


‘table d’picnic”—is 


take a fifteen-minute or half-hour peri- 
od, Sometimes this has run through- 
out the conference; at other times it 
has begun early in the morning and 
closed with the prayer groups after 
the evening service. Students have 
testified that this has been the most 
helpful part of the conference. But 
don’t get under law about it, and don’t 
try to force it into the program. Let it 
come voluntarily from the students 
and not as an ipse dixit from one of 
the leaders. 


Make much of the early morning 
Quiet Time, Plan for this in your pro- 
gram and stress it in your announce- 
ments. It is absolutely essential that 
people get alone with God. There is 
no substitute for this even at a confer- 
ence—especially at a conference. 


Make much of your prayer groups. 
If you don’t watch, although they are 
planned for, they will not have the 
place that they should. Use Spirit- 
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filled leaders and invite them to a 
leaders’ prayer meeting, Much of the 
effective work is done in these small 
prayer groups, 

Be sure that there is some definite 
Bible exposition to begin each day, In 
most conferences, the Bible hour de- 
velops into just another devotional 
message. “What does the Bible say” 
should be the foundation upon which 
to build the work of the day. Perhaps 
you can divide up into smaller Bible 
study groups with competent leaders 
and have that instead of the “usual” 
Bible message. 

One or more of your sessions could 
well be an informal discussion of 
campus problems led by your staff 
member or chapter officers. The prob- 
lems of DPM’s, Bible study groups, 
Q.T.’s, group financing, missionary 
emphasis and financing, relationships 
with other campus religious organiza- 
tions and with school administrations 
and with the national IVCF are sug- 
gested topics for discussion. 

Be sure to provide plenty of time 
and facilities for recreation—prefer- 
ably of a rather boisterous nature—to 
provide relaxation and renewed phy- 
sical vigor for the business at hand. 
Any facilities offered should be pre- 
pared for use before the conference be- 
gins—boating, swimming, ping-pong, 
volley ball, horseback riding, bicy- 
cling. If such facilities are not avail- 
able, a special committee should 
prepare for games, treasure or scav- 
enger hunts, relays, darts, etc. Sing- 
ing may prove one of the most popu- 
lar recreation-period amusements. But 
watch you don’t just “let off steam” 


on songs which speak of our Lord and 
what He means to us, A good pianist 
is essential—preferably one who can 
play the silly songs you will want to 
sing as well as the hymns you will be 
using in your worship meetings, 

If it is possible to provide cokes, 
candy bars, sandwiches, or hot choco- 
late after meetings at night, they will 
be a most welcome addition and will 
add to the camaraderie of the week 
end, 

This may sound harsh, but it is well 
to discourage “horse play” especially 
at night after lights are out. It’s grand 
fun in its place, but it may disturb 
someone who is on the verge of things 
eternal, We are not children, but sol- 
diers in a warfare for the King of 
kings. 

Plan for a book table. A supply of 
IVCF books which may go begging at 
the rushed weekly meetings will sell 
easily when students have time to 
browse through them. 

Perhaps it is not necessary to re- 
mind you, but your schools no doubt 
have certain requirements so far as 
chaperones and reports to the dean’s 
office are concerned for outings such 
as this during the school year. As 
Christians, you will be careful to ob- 
serve these to the letter, Invite some 
man and his wife who are friends of 
this student testimony as your host 
and hostess. They will contribute 
greatly to the conference. 

Above all, pray and look forward to 
the week end with anticipation and 
faith, not only that you will be able 
to contribute something but that the 
Lord will meet you there. 


CIAMPLE COPIES OF HIs are available to help you introduce the magazine to 
W your young people’s society back home. They may be had upon request to HIS, 
64 East Lake Street, Chicago 1, Illinois. And don’t forget to send us your own 
change of address—with your old address—before you leave for vacation! 
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t was Frederick of Wurtzburg who 

finally got weary of the alchemists 
who pretended to turn base metals 
into gold, and established a special 
gallows for them. Drastic action per- 
haps taught some the basic principle 
that scientific progress is made by in- 
vestigation, not trickery. 

Do we need a gallows to teach us to 
base faith on facts rather than dreams? 

I do not mean that we shall try 
to prove the existence of God or the 
power of Christianity by some law of 
chemistry. It is foolish to think that 
all the realities of the universe must 
come out of a test tube. Each problem 
of life must be met on its own ground: 
chemistry, in the laboratory with all 
the necessary laws of that science; 
mathematics, by proved formulas and 
relationships of numbers; culinary 
arts, by taste and smell and a pinch of 
this and a dash of that. A spiritual 
problem must be met on spiritual 
terms, A man would not try to prove 
to his sweetheart that he loved her 
by running a chemical analysis or 
solving a knotty problem in differen- 
tial calculus or reciting the cosmologi- 
cal theories for the origin of the 
universe. Neither do we attempt to 
prove spiritual or abstract realities 


Cest-tube 


By Dean I, WALTER 


Christianity 


with physical laws. 

But I have never seen God; I have 
never touched God; I have never 
smelled, tasted, or heard God. I have 
no other way of knowing than through 
my five senses. I cannot believe in 
something that is not backed up with 
tangible evidence. If there is a God, 
let Him show Himself, and I'll believe 
in Him. 

Obviously, if men will accept as 
reality only that which is known with 
the five senses, there can be no con- 
clusive proof of God. 

Of course, a Christian can point out 
evidences of God’s existence. He can 
illustrate some spiritual truth with a 
physical law. He can point to many 
things that agree with spiritual truths. 
He can produce historical evidence of 
Biblical authenticity. He can cite ful- 
filled prophecy, the marvelous struc- 
ture and record of the Holy Scriptures, 
the change Christianity has produced 
in lives, the positive influence it has 
exerted throughout the span of re- 
corded history. He can testify about 
personal experience...but he can 
prove nothing. 

On the other hand, disbelief or in- 
ability to prove cannot prove or dis- 
prove anything either. How would 
you prove to a man born blind that 
there is such a phenomenon as color? 





He could reason, “I have never seen a 
red rose. I can feel that there is a rose 
there; but I do not believe that there is 
such a thing as color associated with it. 
There is no proof of red. I cannot 
smell red. I cannot taste red. 1 cannot 
feel or hear red. Red is just the inven 
tion of an Over-imaginative mind.” 

There is no way to prove, explain, 
illustrate or verify the existence of 
color for this man, except to give him 
normal eyes. He has to see it himself. 
And the moment he opens his eyes, he 
knows that there is color, After he sees 
it, you still cannot prove its existence; 
but you don’t have to. 

Similarly, all of the infidels, athe- 
ists, agnostics, unbelievers, and skep 
tics in all the world with their codes, 


creeds, and theories cannot rob one of 


his personal experience with a person 
al God. Unbelief proves nothing. 

Men have ever been endeavoring to 
make God jump through a hoop to 
prove His existence. There was that 
procession of self-esteemed great 
thinkers who wanted God to write His 
signature in letters of fire on the sky. 
And once one of these brave characters 
challenged God, if there was a God, 
to strike him dead on the lecture plat- 
form. He gave God a full sixty seconds 
in which to do it, and took out his 
watch to check them off. When he was 
not struck down, he concluded that 
there was no God. 

Not long ago, I had a long talk with 
two boys of the Karl Marx school. 
They too wanted God to come down 
for a demonstration. If He could root 
up the big oak trees along the avenue, 
they would have believed in Him, 
they said. Do you think they would 
have? I don’t. If the trees had been 
uprooted, it would have been an earth- 
quake. If the challenger had been 
struck dead on the lecture platform, it 
would have been apoplexy. If God had 
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written on the sky in flaming letters, 
it would have been the lightning or 
the aurora borealis. It was written 
long ago that if men did not believe 
the truths propounded by Moses and 
the Prophets, they would not believe 
though one rose from the dead. 

When will men cease to think of 
God as some side-show oddity? My 
God is not one who can do only what 
the laws of nature can do and have 
already done. My God is one who 
touches me where no law of nature 
reaches. He tells me things that can- 
not be interpreted by an auditory 
nerve. He shows me sights that cannot 
be picked up on the retina of my eye. 
No, He does not come in the wind that 
breaks the rocks and trees, nor in the 
earthquake nor in the fire... but in 
the voice that speaks to my under- 
standing, in language that I under- 
stand. He comes in no demonstration 
of His physical might, but in a still 
small voice that calls me by my name. 

You doubt Him when He 
comes, He is His own proof, Meeting 
Him is the little fact that is worth the 
volumes of speculation about Him. 
But you must meet Him on His own 
ground, It is not in the laboratory. 
It is not on the brink of the babbling 
brook, It is not out under the starry 
heavens, He holds interviews only at 
Calvary .. 
took upon 
world. 


cannot 


. where the God of our souls 


Himself the sins of the 


* * + 


“Philip findeth Nathanael and saith 
unto him, We have found him, of 
whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph. 

“And Nathanael said unto him, Can 
there any good thing come out of Naz- 
areth? 

“Philip saith unto him, Come and 


see.” 





but he’s 


EMOTIONAL 


By Connie CALENBERG 


ES, I THOUGHT he was good, but of 
as he’s emotional!” 

That statement summed up the re- 
action of my Christian friend to the 
moving, Bible-inspired message of the 
morning. True, the minister had not 
been so erudite as the college profes- 
sors under whom she studies, His ser- 
mon lacked the polish and sophistica- 
tion of the average classroom lan- 
guage. He had not tried to prove the 
existence of God or outline Christian 
apologetics. His appeal had been that 
men give their hearts to God. He had 
not tried to show men why there was 
no other logical way of life. But he had 
shown. that died because He 
loved the world which was rejecting 
Him. His appeal had been to the will 
rather than to the mind, 

So my friend scorned him. 

And as I thought about it, I decided 
she was wrong in denouncing the mes- 
sage. 

I am not speaking, of course, of the 
violent extremes, Biblically-taught 
Christians do not condone the juvenile 
hysteria which unfortunately predom- 
inates in some churches to the detri- 
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ment of their true spiritual growth. 
Such demonstrations are forbidden by 
the Biblical admonition, ‘Let all 
things be done decently and in order.” 

However, emotion is not confined 
to the mentally retarded. It exists in 
the personality make-up of every hu- 
man being. It is just as much a part of 
a genius who boasts that he lives ac- 
cording to the dictates of his mind as 
it is of those who allow it to dominate 
them entirely. 

Emotion is not meant to dominate 
one’s life any more than hunger or 
thirst are. But to deny its presence is 
to be irrational. 

Young would-be 
intellectuals—allow emotion to affect 
decisions and interests, in other fields. 
Why are they so afraid to associate 
emotion with religion? 

Take music. Who listens to an orch- 
estral piece logically? Music touches 
the heart and moves the soul, This 
warmth of feeling is emotion. 

Painting is enjoyed emotionally. 
Certainly you may study the lines geo- 
metrically, the color systematically, 
and the objects psychologically, but 
how much more enjoyable it is to 
allow the general impression of the 


intellectuals—or 
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painting to speak to the senses and 
move us by its obvious beauty. 

Poetry is not a set of rules govern- 
ing word-usage. One might take the 
vehicle of perfect rhyme, absolute pen- 
tameter, and correct construction; but 
without the flow of emotion, such a 
vehicle would prove a dead channel. 
There must be emotion in it, if it is to 
speak to men’s souls. 

One may be utterly convinced, in- 
tellectually, that he should study dili- 
gently five or six evenings a week or 
that he should not waste time in idle 
chit-chat. But it is not an intellectual 
assent that propels him to action. 

Few of us make decisions on a strict- 
ly logical, intellectual basis. Some 
men may choose their wives that way, 
but it is not the accepted procedure. 

God inspired the poetry of the Bible 
as much as the discourses appealing to 
the reason. 

David the Psalmist was not afraid 
of being thought emotional when he 
cried, “As the hart panteth after the 


LOOK BACKWARD 


F CONGREGATIONALISTS and Presbyterians 
object to the much more demonstrative 


and sometimes noisy services of a Holiness 
revival they might do well to read the ac- 
counts of the Finney revivals arid be re- 
minded of the scenes that took place in 
their own churches in an earlier generation 
before tearful repentances and the shouts 
of new-born converts were considered too 
crude for genteel people. And our Holiness 
brethren, who sometimes feel that there 
can be no genuine revival without accom- 
panying demonstration, should read the 
accounts of the deep moving of the Spirit 
of God upon the hearts of many in revivals 
of Moody, Torrey, and Chapman in which 
there was little outward excitement. 


water brooks, so panteth my soul after 
thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for 
Sod. 6.57 


John was not stating mere statistics 
when he wrote, “And God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away.” 

Some people are called to a ministry 
which is expressed and accomplished 
emotionally, just as others are called 
to one in which the intellect predom- 
inates, “And there are diversities of 
operations, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all.” 

If the man who preached that “emo- 
tional” message was a yielded Chris- 
tian, then he is accomplishing the task 
God has given him to do, whether it 
appealed to my friend’s set of intellec- 
tual standards or not. 


“If the foot shall say, Because I am 
not the hand, I am not of the body; 
is it therefore not of the body? And 
if the ear shall say, Because I am not 
the eye, I am not of the body; is it 
therefore not of the body? ... And the 
eye cannot say unto the hand, I have 
no need of thee: nor again the head 
to the feet, I have no need of you. 
Nay, much more those members of the 
body, which seem to be more feeble, 
are necessary.... 

Are we not, in condemning a man 
for being “emotional,” saying to the 
feet, “I have no need of you”? 

My friend made her comment glib- 
ly and probably never had such a 
deep-rooted purpose or motive in mind 
as to say to the “emotional” man, “I 
have no need of thee.” But isn’t that 
what she really said? 

Let’s not get so intellectually snob- 
bish that we ever say about another 
member of the body of Christ, “Oh, 
he’s good, but he’s emotional!” 





ALCOHOLISM: 


By Recner W. Ku.yserc, M.D. 


HE CONSUMPTION of beverage alco- 

hol is one of our serious medical- 
social problems. It is rated as the 
fourth, almost the third, public health 
problem in the United States. It pro- 
duces what is now recognized as a 
disease entity termed alcoholism 
which needs to be treated as carefully 
as any other disease. 

Alcohok is an uncompromising 
enemy of man’s nervous system and 
has a paralyzing effect on the very 
center of intelligence. It is the arch 
enemy of the brain and will produce 
death when it reaches the brain the 
strength of one-half of one per cent. 
Post-mortems reveal that water swell- 
ing or edema of the brain and lungs 
is common in individuals who have 
died from alcoholism. These physical 
changes produce such mental dis- 
orders as acute alcoholic hallucinosis 
and alcoholic paranoid states. The for- 
mer is characterized by auditory hal- 
lucinations and the latter by ideas of 
persecution and loss of memory. 

The condition well known as delir- 
ium tremens, with its unceasing, al- 
most violent activity, is frequently 
accompanied by zoological hallucina- 


tions in which all kinds of animals 
appear to be snapping at and crawling 
over the body. Victims of this form of 
alcoholism do not escape with simply 
seeing snakes or pink elephants on 
occasion. The matter is of much longer 
duration. Thousands of such patients 
all over the country are taking up the 
time and energy of psychiatrists and 
other physicians who are urgently 
needed in our understaffed, over- 
crowded mental hospitals. 


ALCOHOL A DEPRESSANT 

Because it produces the characteris- 
tic excitation of the second stage of 
anesthesia, alcohol is often considered 
a stimulant. However, it is actually a 
narcotic or anesthetic and acts as a 
depressant. Furthermore, alcoholics 
are poor surgical risks because the use 
of alcohol produces a tolerance to the 
general anesthetics. Although it is 
commonly believed that alcohol is a 
fine beverage with which to combat 
cold, the fact is that it lowers body 
temperature because it dilates the 
blood vessels, and consequently heat 
is lost. Under such circumstances the 
human body becomes more susceptible 
to infection, especially to pneumonia. 
Hospital statistics show that pneu- 
monia is five to six times more preva- 


25 







































































































































































































































lent among chronic alcoholics than 
among abstainers. Alcohol is a poor 
substitute for proper medication. 

Chemically, alcohol is a poison in 
all quantites and in every quality. It 
will kill anything that is alive and 
preserve anything that is dead. If a 
beverage has an alcoholic content of 
20 per cent or more, it will be an irri- 
tant to the mucous membranes of the 
digestive tract, In the stomach, it will 
decrease the volume of gastric secre- 
tion, although it is a popular theory 
that alcohol “aids digestion.” Con- 
tinued suppression of the gastric 
secretions will produce nausea and 
vomiting. In short, alcohol continues 
its poisonous action on all tissues with 
which it comes in contact from the 
time it is taken into the body until it 
is entirely eliminated. 
CALORIES BUT NO VITAMINS 

Nowadays we know that alcohol has 
no nutritional value. It can neither 
repair nor build tissue. It contains no 
minerals, no vitamins and no other 
substance necessary for maintaining 
health. In fact, it actually hinders the 
absorption of vitamins and takes away 
the desire for needed foods. A pint 
of whisky yields 1,200 calories—but 
only calories; no proteins, no minerals, 
no vitamins. It satisfies the desire for 
food to the extent that it supplies cal- 
ories, and hence reduces the intake of 
essential foodstuffs. 

The inevitable insufficiency of es- 
sential nutrients following prolonged 
substitution of alcohol for food pro- 





duces a variety of diseases, Fatty infil-. 


tration of the liver is found in about 
75 per cent of all chronic alcoholics. 


Copyright, 1947. Used by permission of 
The Christian Century, 407 S. Dearborn, 
Chicago 5, Illinois. Reprints of this article 
may be obtained from The Christian Cen- 
tury at a cost of $3.50 per hundred. 
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According to the autopsy records of 
many hospitals, cirrhosis of the liver 
occurs nearly nine times more often 
in the chronic alcoholic than in the 
abstainer, Polyneuritis, sometimes 
known as dry beri-beri or simply vita- 
min B deficiency, occurs in some 20 
per cent of these drinkers. Another 
20 per cent develop wet beri-beri, 
which is usually manifested by a 
dilated heart and swollen extremities. 
Because of a deficiency of the B-com- 
plex vitamins, about 13 per cent of all 
chronic alcoholics who come to hos- 
pitals suffer from alcoholic pellagra. 
When alcohol replaces food over a 
long period of time, the multiple de- 
ficiencies often result in brain dis- 
eases, such as Wernicke’s disease, 
which are characterized by a diminu- 
tion of consciousness. Before the dis- 
covery of vitamin therapy, death 
speedily ensued in practically all 
these cases, but now a large percen- 
tage of them are saved. 

The mortality rate of children from 
alcoholic families is nearly twice as 
high as among children of temperate 
families. The economic, social, and 
hygienic deterioration of the alcoholic 
family contributes to the spread of 
disease, especially tuberculosis. The 
children who do survive are deprived 
of a good environment for the best 
physical and mental growth. The 
chronic alcoholic cares more for his 
liquor than for his family. He nags, 
he shouts, he quarrels, he blames his 
wife for unfaithfulness without cause 
and often threatens the lives of those 
he loves. I have seen mothers collapse 
trying to endure with patience the 
burden of a drunken husband. Accord- 
ing to reliable court records, 20 to 30 
per cent of our divorces are caused by 
alcohol, because its excessive use 
makes a man physically and often eco- 
nomically unfit for married life. 
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WOMEN WHO DRINK 


The problem has become even more 
serious now that alcohol is being used 
by women as well as by men. Accord- 
ing to the Gallup poll, 59 per cent of 
all our women drink to some degree. 
To a corresponding degree their bodies 
are rendered less fit to produce healthy 
children. Also, they are more likely to 
have illegitimate children. It is an old 
truth that alcohol leads the way to 
the red-light district and promotes the 
incidence of venereal disease. Alcohol 
is the best salesman of prostitution. 
Moreover, the incidence of syphilis 
can be closely correlated with the con- 
sumption of alcohol in any commun- 
ity. In these various ways alcohol 
undermines the mental and physical 
health of the next generation. 

The indiscriminate and widespread 
use of alcohol also accounts for a large 
number of man-hours lost or uneco- 
nomically spent. It breaks necks and 
backs, It cuts off scalps as efficiently 
as any Indian used to do it. It scars 
faces, breaks noses, blackens eyes. It 
has no mercy on arms or legs. It can 
stab the body full of holes and bleed 
it to death in the gutter or burn it to 
ashes. War itself inflicts no worse in- 
dignities on the human body than 
those permitted by the stupor of alco- 
holism, All too often the busy doctor 
is called upon to treat these injuries 
just as he is ready to go home after a 
hard day’s work or has settled down 
for a good night’s sleep. LLung abscess 
is frequently produced by aspiration 
during a drunken stupor. Foreign 
bodies in the throat and digestive tract 
must be included in this list of ills. 
I have removed fish and chicken bones 
that have been stuck in the intestinal 
tract. The patients were unaware of 
having swallowed them since they 
had been drunk at the time. 

The life of a patient is sometimes 


endangered by the fact that alcohol 
obscured or made difficult a correct 
diagnosis. The night nurse*in the hos- 
pital knows too well that an alcoholic 
may be both violent and dangerous. 
Is it any wonder that she calls the 
police for help when she has an ob- 
streperous alcoholic to care for even 
though he is now considered a sick 
person? Unnecessary economic loss in 
both time and effort is the high price 
we pay for the dubious right of unin- 
hibited drinking. 

The use of alcoholic beverages 
shortens life expectancy ten to thir- 
teen years, according ito statistics 
compiled by leading insurance com- 
panies. It is not only the shortest road 
to the loss of job, family, and health, 
but also a short cut to death. Dr. Eu- 
gene Lyman Fisk in a study of 6,000,- 
000 policy holders found one-fifth 
more deaths than the average, among 
moderate drinkers. Alcohol is the 
cause of a 50 per cent greater mortal- 
ity rate for ordinary policy holders 
than for total abstainers. It is true that 
some chronic alcoholics reach an ad- 
vanced age, a fact they often boast of. 
But the more numerous victims of al- 
cohol who are in the cemeteries are 
unable to boast. 


REDUCED CO-ORDINATION 


The speed and accuracy of both phy- 
sical and mental responses are lowered 
by the use of alcohol. The British Med- 
ical Association reveals that a glass of 
beer increases the incidence of error 
by 21 per cent by lessening eye-hand 
motor cordination, Taken in greater 
quantities, alcohol impairs judgment, 
blunts the memory, removes inhibi- 
tions, and gives unlimited confidence. 
Then the drinker will not admit his 
errors and may even boast of his per- 
formance, This effect of alcohol on the 
human nervous system is more dan- 
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gerous today than in the pre-prohibi- 
tion era because of the enormous in- 
crease in mechanical devices. Persons 
involved in about one-third of all fatal 
auto accidents are shown to have been 
drinking. According to the National 
Safety Council, alcohol makes a driver 
fifty-five times more likely to be in- 
volved in a personal injury accident. 
Twenty-five per cent of the pedes- 
trians killed in New York are found 
to have been intoxicated. The use of 
alcohol dangerously lowers the effi- 
ciency of such persons as physicians, 
nurses, pilots, or chauffeurs, who are 
responsible for the lives of the general 
public. 

There is no doubt that the con- 
tinued use of alcohol robs the intem- 
perate drinker of all will power to rid 
himself of the disease of alcoholism. 
Yale University’s department of phys- 
iology estimates that there are be- 
tween 750,000 and 900,000 alcoholic 
addicts in the United States. In addi- 
tion, there are 3,000,000 excessive 
drinkers, many of them approaching 
the stage of addiction, About 60 per 
cent of all chronic alcoholics end their 
lives in psychiatric hospitals or liter- 
ally drink themselves to death. 


THE FALLACY OF ‘TOLERANCE’ 


The Research Council on Problems 
of Alcohol of New York has proved 
that alcohol is used in excess by indi- 
viduals who are basically not differ- 
ent in personality from the average 
citizen. It is only after a man has been 
poisoned by some years of drinking 
that his personality is altered. In spite 
of such variations as may be due to 
individual tolerance, alcohol must be 
considered toxic to everyone. It is not 
oxidized any faster in the habituated 
individual than in the unhabituated, 
nor is it absorbed any more slowly in 
the habituated, even though appear- 
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ances are often otherwise. In any case 
the problems caused by alcohol are 
too important for us to be much con- 
cerned with what one authority calls 
“such scientific niceties as individual 
tolerance.” 

No man or woman becomes an alco- 
holic willingly. Nobody wants to be- 
come a problem to society, to cause 
misery to his family, to lose his job 
and his health. Alcohol itself contains 
the power, in its repeated use, to create 
a craving for more. It is the feeling of 
well-being and the unlimited but false 
self-confidence given by alcohol that 
makes the so-called moderate drinker 
slip unawares into the classification 
of the chronic alcoholic. The moderate 
drinker is at all times in danger of 
becoming a slave. It is impossible for 
the alcoholic to drink in moderation. 
He cannot “just stick to wine and 
beer” or limit his imbibition to the 
week end. Many an alcoholic has tried 
these and other methods of regulating 
his drinking, but eventually he finds 
he must face the fact that he is no 
longer master of his destiny. 

Once alcoholism is recognized as a 
disease entity, we are able to proceed 
in a scientific manner to isolate its 
cause and to find a cure. After much 
research the Yale clinic has concluded 
that the only way for the chronic al- 
coholic to arrest his alcoholism is to 
abandon alcohol in all forms. He must 
stop drinking completely and the pub- 
lic must help him. Instead of trying to 
solve the many medical and social 
problems caused by the use of alcohol, 
it would seem much more effective to 
treat the cause. We must put danger 
signals everywhere that alcohol goes. 
All other drugs which are dangerous 
carry a warning that they are not to be 
used except on the advice of a physi- 
cian, Alcohol is a dangerous poison 
and should be treated as such, 
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DO YOU BREAK 
GOD’S OTHER LAWS? 


By Dororny C, Haskin 


OMETIMES we Christians wish God 
would send rain on our fields even 
though the neighbors’ are dry. 

But God’s natural, material, and 
spiritual laws treat all alike. Becom- 
ing a Christian does not render impo- 
tent God’s natural laws, nor does not 
being a Christian exempt one from the 
blessings which follow obedience to 
God’s material laws. 

Are we surprised when the wicked 
prosper? Why shouldn’t they? Usual- 
ly they devote all their time and 
energy to money-making and God said 
that whatsoever a man sows he shall 
reap, These people devote hours to 
working and scheming to obtain 
money. They will reap money. 

Why do godly people have acci- 
dents? It is one of God’s laws that two 
objects cannot occupy the same space 
at the same time. If a saintly person’s 
car collides with another, the natural 
law is going to operate. You can drive 
a car with bad brakes and pray. And 
some godly people escape harm by a 
miracle, but is it honest to expect His 
intervention after one has disobeyed 
His physical law? 

THere is a general attitude among 
Christians that because they love the 
Lord, they should be saved from petty 


annoyances. Your machine won’t work 
any smoother because you are a Chris- 
tian, but instead of fretting, being a 
Christian should give you the patience 
to repair it. 

Many good Christians think that as 
long as they are doing Christian work, 
they should be able to overdo and not 
have a breakdown. But God has 
created the body to perform only a 
certain amount of work. You cannot 
overwork doing good and retain your 
health any more than you can over- 
tax your body by dissipating and do so. 

A Christian can fail an examination 
just as easily as a non-Christian if he 
neglects to follow the laws of learning. 

Bess was a minister’s wife. During 
the depression she was very poor; she 
thought it was because she had mar- 
ried a minister. But thousands of 
others in the United States—godly 
and ungodly—were equally poor. 

Like many others, Bess is prosperous 
nowadays because of the operation of 
certain economic laws which affect 
Christians and non-Christians alike. 
If you would be a financial success, 
study these economic laws and obey 
them. Finish school, get experience, 
and work hard. Many Christians are 
well-off because Christian principles 
encourage one to be honest and 
thrifty. Consider the large sects, such 
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as the German Mennonites, where 
whole communities are prosperous. 
But some Christians are shiftless. And 
others neglect secular jobs to do more 
important work in God’s Kingdom and 
thus do not gain promotions and raises 
as rapidly as they could otherwise. 

Have you noticed a happy marriage 
where both persons have been married 
before? Surely, God wouldn’t bless 
that marriage! But by trial and error 
this couple learned God’s laws for a 
happy marriage: forgiving and for- 
getting. Now they are obeying them, 
and the result is a happy marriage. 

Why do children from Christian 
homes sometimes disgrace their par- 
ents? God’s instructions are against 
both provoking children to wrath and 
spoiling them. If a parent is a Chris- 
tian but does not follow God’s law of 
rearing children, he may expect dis- 
grace. Either the parent punishes the 
child, or the Lord, through His moral 
law, will. 

Certainly God sometimes works 
miracies for His own, but His laws 


have purpose and it behooves both 
Christians and non-Christians to learn 
and obey them. 

When circumstances make it im- 
possible to obey these laws, the Chris- 
tian in faith can take the trials in a 
spirit impossible to the non-Christian. 

Bill returned from the war in Eu- 
rope with a glowing testimony of 
God’s provision. During the closing 
days he had been a prisoner of war on 
a forced march. He had to forage for 
his food. What did he find? Why, he 
spoke with a glowing faith of the 
potato peelings he found in a pig sty! 
He boiled them and was grateful. He 
had faith. 

Doris spent the war in a concentra- 
tion camp in the Philippines. After 
her return, beaming, she went from 
church to church, telling of God's 
care. She had eaten both cat and dog 
with the other prisoners. But her faith 
had made it better and bearable. 

God does not take the Christian out 
of the world, but puts Christ into the 
Christian. 


N JAPAN TODAY there are ten active GI Gospel Hour groups,” reports Chaplain 
I George S. Hixson, 155th Station Hospital, in Japan. “As you may know, the 
missionary work done by the GIs has been greatly blessed by the Lord during 
the past year.” 

Included with Chaplain Hizson’s plea for much prayer in regard to the 
rapid expansion of that work in many directions is a report from Mrs. Anne 
Dievendorf, who is chairman of the Japan Field Council of the Far Eastern Gos- 
pel Crusade. Concerning the spiritual condition of the Japanese people since 
the war, she writes: “Everywhere the people are reaching out after the Christian 
message. Formerly, people came seeking one by one; now they come by groups. 
And after every lecture, a group of earnest seekers come and ask to hear more. 
Often a Bible study class is formed. All through the past months my sister and 
I have traveled from town to city, meeting groups of from 500 to over 1000. 

“W hat words shall we use to picture the hunger of this nation after the Truth? 
Did ever such a call challenge the Christian youth of America? We have no time 
to spare... . We have no promise that this opportunity will hold long. ... At this 
hour we need missionaries with the fresh vigor and strength of their young 
lives. We need them both to preach to the people, and also to help in the training 
of Japanese evangelists....What will you do?” 
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Your daily Quiet Time with the Lord through His Word and through 
prayer is as important to your spiritual well being as daily food is to 


your physical well being. Don’t neglect it! These questions may help 


in your meditation: 
SUNDAY, JUNE 1 


PsaLM 105:23-45 (1) Ps. 105 is a record 
of God’s acts. Glance through Ps. 106, a 
record of Israel’s acts. What is the differ- 
ence? Whose acts predominate in my life, 
mine or those of Christ in me? Read Gal. 
2:20. (2) Find at least three contrasts here 
between God’s miracles against Egypt and 
those on behalf of Israel, e.g. daytime dark- 
ness in Egypt but nighttime light for 
Israel. What are the spiritual equivalents? 
(3) “If God be for us, who can be against 
us?” (Rom. 8:31). Why was He for Israel? 
What right have I to assume He is for me? 


INTRODUCTION TO GALATIANS 
This epistle is a commentary on John 1:17, 
showing the true place of the Mosaic law 
in God’s economy, and the greatness of 
His purposes of grace. 


MONDAY, JUNE 2 


GALATIANS 1:1-17 (1) What was the dis- 
tinctive feature of the gospel as preached 
by Paul? (2) Why was he at such pains 
to make the Galatians realize the nature 
of this gospel? (3) When did God choose 
the path of life in which I should glorify 
Him? Consider Eph. 1:4 and Rom. 8:29, 30. 
Am I asking God to show me that path or 
am I merely praying that He help me 
choose the best of several openings before 
me? 


TUESDAY, JUNE 3 

GALATIANS 1:18-2:10 (1) The thorny prob- 
lem of the early church was this: To be 
a Christian must one first become a Jew 
through circumcision? Read account of 
apostles’ debate and decision on this matter 
(Acts 15:1-35). (2) What was Paul’s posi- 


tion? What two results would stem from 
the opposite view (vv. 4, 5)? (3) What 
realization led to the spirit of fellowship 
between men who had been called to differ- 
ent spheres of service? Have I that keen 
spiritual perception that leads God’s chil- 
dren into harmonious co-operation? 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4 


GALATIANS 2:11-21 (1) Peter (Cephas) had 
supported Paul at the Jerusalem confer- 
ence in declaring it unnecessary for Gen- 
tile believers to conform to Jewish ritual. 
But his conduct at Antioch failed to square 
with this conviction. He had acknowledged 
the ceremonial law was no longer valid; 
but now his separatism would indicate he 
was ‘still bound by the law. (2) What is 
meant by being “dead to the law”? Cp. 
Rom. 7:1-4. In his identification with 
Christ’s death, Paul—as it were—suffered 
the law’s penalty of death for sin and so 
was put beyond the reach of the law. 
(3) What is the glorious corollary to a 
believer’s identification with Christ in 
death? Cp. Rom. 6:4. Is this my present 
experience? 

THURSDAY, JUNE 5 

GaALATIANS 3:1-14. (1) What is the main 
purpose of this passage? What is the con- 
trast emphasized by almost every verse? 
“He” of v. 5 is God and “by” means 
“in consequence of.” (2) Observe 5 points 
of argument: a. means of salvation was 
faith; b. means of supernatural life is faith; 
c. father of Jewish race was acccepted be- 
fore God by faith; d. law imposes a curse 
but faith produces life; e. Christ bore the 
curse Himself that our acceptance with God 
might depend not on a perfect observance 
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of His law but on faith in God. (3) How 
would I answer a friend who relies on his 
own works to save him? Note the emphasis 
in vy. 10 on “continueth” and “all.” Has 
anyone ever kept all God’s law all the 
time? (4) On what ground can I claim 
to be a child of Abraham? What advantage 
is involved? 

FRIDAY, JUNE 6 

GALATIANS 3:15-29 (1) Be sure to grasp 
God’s purpose in the law. “Because of” 
(v. 19) implies “to make men feel the 
guilt of their transgressions.” (2) The 
schoolmaster (paidagogos, lit. child-leader) 
was not a teacher but a slave to whom in 
wealthy families the general oversight of 
a boy from 6 to 16 was committed. It was 
his duty to attend the boy to and from 
school, to watch his behaviour and to guard 
against undesirable companionships. “Chil- 
dren” in v. 26 is literally “sons,” those 
come of age, no longer under control of 
paidagogos. (3) What is the only way 
mankind may reach spiritual maturity? 
Do I share the mature viewpoint (v. 28) 
of my Father? 

SATURDAY, JUNE 7 

GALATIANS 4:1-20 (1) Contrast the position 
of a slave and an infant with that of a 
son. Israel, under the law, was subject to 
rules and ordinances. When and how was 
another position made possible? (2) Em- 
phasis of vv. 8-11 is “again to be in bond- 
age.” Is there any reason why I should not 
keep all God’s ceremonial laws? (3) Com- 
petitors against Paul, earnestly seeking to 
win the Galatians to their viewpoint, were 
the Judaizers. How seriously did Paul enter 
the struggle? How seriously do I seek to 
win back those whom others try to draw 
away? 

SUNDAY, JUNE & 

GALATIANS 4:21-5:12 (1) The two cove- 
nants (v. 24.) are those of law given at Mt. 
Sinai (Ex. 20) and of grace, the new testa- 
ment of Matt. 26:28. The children of these 
covenants, the Jewish race on the one hand 
and all believers on the other, correspond 
to the natural and the supernatural seed of 
Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac. What char- 
acterizes the natural seed, Jerusalem which 
now is? What should characterize me if I 
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belong to the heavenly Jerusalem? (2) 
Note how aptly (v. 29) this allegory fits 
the case of the Galatian believers who were 
being harried by Jewish ritualists. In the 
light of Scripture, what action does Payl 
urge upon the Galatians? (3) Christ’s 
death on the cross is the means of our 
emancipation from the law’s demands. To 
whom is this always an offence? Read 
I Cor. 1:23, 24. Do I look upon the cross as 
a tragedy or as a triumph? (4) Memorize 
Gal. 5:1. 
MONDAY, JUNE 9 
GALATIANS 5:13-26 (1) How does Paul 
show that freedom from the Law does not 
involve a manner of life inimical to its 
teachings? The last part of v. 23 may be 
paraphrased, “It was not to curb such qual- 
ities as these that the Law was instituted.” 
(2) What is the only way for man’s spirit 
to gain ascendancy over his lower nature? 
Is repression too drastic or not severe 
enough (v. 24)? Am I experiencing victory 
Over natural selfish desires? (3) Works of 
the flesh are the acts to be expected from 
uninhibited man. Can God then expect of 
him the virtues of vv. 22, 23? Study con- 
trast between “works of the flesh” and 
“fruit of the Spirit.” Am I trying to live up 
to the latter? Or is my heart the property 
of the Holy Spirit where He may produce 
these fruits? 
TUESDAY, JUNE 10 
GALATIANS 6 (1) Study vv. 1-10 as a unit. 
What is the main emphasis? Burden of v. 5 
means load. Cp. Matt. 11:30. But in v. 2 
another word is used meaning weight. How 
often do I replace Paul’s command of v. 1 
by gossip in the spirit of self-righteousness? 
(2) Because God in mercy forgives my 
sins for Christ’s sake, am I also freed from 
all their consequences here on earth? What 
is God’s unalterable principle? (3) What 
one factor constitutes a true member of 
God’s spiritual Israel? Is it ceremonial ob- 
servance or regular: church attendance or 
orthodox viewpoint? Are these things in 
which I pride myself? Read II Cor. 5:17. 
INTRODUCTION TO JAMES 
This letter, from the pen of a brother of 
our Lord, emphasizes the néed for reality 
in religion. True faith must express itself. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11 


James 1:1-18 (1) Trial more adequately 
translates manifold temptations (v. 2), 
which include outward trials of circum- 
stance and inner temptations of the heart. 
What do I need more than anything else 
at such times in order to see my life in the 
right perspective? Do trials embitter me? 
(2) Note the tests of prosperity and of ad- 
versity (vv. 9, 10). Which is the ‘more 
subtle? What knowledge should enable the 
Christian to rejoice even in the loss of 
earthly wealth? (3) Yielding to evil desire 
(lust) that appeals to the natural heart 
results in sin. Hence God is not the author 
of temptation. Rather He is the source of 
goodness and perfection, His holy desiring 
has led to our spiritual birth. Cp. John 
1:12, 13. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 12 


JaMEs 1:19-27 (1) Remember v. 19 next 
time you become involved in a discussion, 
especially at a committee meeting of any 
kind. (2) To what is God’s Word likened 
in v. 21? Cp. Luke 8:11. What is it produc- 
ing in me? In vy. 25 it is likened to a mirror 
where I may see myself as God sees me. 
There too may be seen the image of the 
perfect Man. Read II Cor. 3:18 for the 
result of looking continually into this mir- 
ror. (3) What are the three ways (26, 27) 
in which true religion will express itself? 
State the three principles for which James’ 
words serve as an illustration. 






FRIDAY, JUNE 13 

JAMEs 2:1-13 (1) What is the appropriate- 
ness of the first two words to the theme 
of this section? Note their use three times 
in ch, 1. (2) How does James show (vv. 
5-7) that outward appearances do not tell 
the whole story? How does God view par- 
tiality and why? (3) The law of Moses 
dealt with acts of transgression; Christ’s 
law of liberty takes into account the mo- 
tives behind the acts. See Matt. 5. If I 
know I shall be judged by this law, what 
effect should it have upon me? 


SATURDAY, JUNE 14 


James 2:14-26 (1) Does the argument here 
contradict Gal. 2:16? Or is James. rather 
showing that “faith which is mere assent 


to a creed is not worthy of the name”? So 
the love which is limited to words and not 
backed up by action (vv. 14-16) is of no 
value. (2) What is the only way I can 
demonstrate my faith to others? Read our 
Lord’s words in Matt. 7:16-20. (3) What 
fact proves that intellectual belief only is 
not saving faith? (4.) What was the invar- 
iable result of their faith on the part of all 
the heroes of faith, like Abraham, the 
father of the chosen race, or even like 
Rahab the outsider? Memorize the fitting 
simile that climaxes James’ argument. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 15 


James 3 (1) Note R.V. renderings: v. 1 
“Be not many (of you) teachers.” v. 2 “In 
many things we all stumble.” v. 5 “how 
much wood a little fire kindleth.” v. 13 “let 
him shew by his good life his works.” 
(2) How does each of the six similes in 
vv. 3-12 help stress the importance of being 
able to control one’s tongue? Studied in its 
setting, you will note this ability was es- 
pecially needed by those who wished to 
take any prominence in the church (vv. 1, 
13). (3) In my zeal to promote the cause 
of Christ what spirit animates my rela- 
tionship with those who disagree with my 
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ing these important queries: 










follow by God’s help? 
2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 


forsake? 


so, what are its conditions? 







































































































































After you have finished answering each 
day’s specific questions, review by answer- 


1. Is there any example for me to seek to 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or to 


4. Is there a promise for me to claim; if 


5. What does this passage teach me (by 
illustration or statement) about Jesus 
Christ, God, myself, His will for my life? 


6. Is there something in this passage 
which should be my prayer for today? 


The Biblical portions for This Morning 
With God are selected by Scripture Union. 
A subscription to Senior Notes, additional 
commentary, is 50c, and membership in the 
Union is 10c annually. These are obtain- 
able from Scripture Union, 30 St. Mary 
Street, Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada. 
























methods or oppose me? Is the attitude of 
my heart marked by the wisdom from 
above? Note how the conciliatory element 
(v. 17) is stressed but not at the expense 
of any deviation from purity of conduct. 


MONDAY, JUNE 16 


James 4:1-12 (1) All strife and faction 
arise from selfishness (vv. 1-3), from the 
failure to love God with all the heart (vv. 
4-10) and one’s neighbor as oneself (vv. 
11, 12). (2) What is spiritual adultery 
(v. 4)? Read Jer. 3:20. Constantly in the 
O.T. God uses the figure of marriage to 
denote His relationship with His people. 
V. 5 continues this thought, “the Spirit 
which He made to dwell in us jealously 
yearns for the entire devotion of our 
hearts.” Cp. Ex. 20:3, 5. (3) “Speak evil” 
is lit. “speak against.” If I indulge in fault- 
finding, what law am I repudiating? See 
2:8. And whose function am I usurping? 


TUESDAY, JUNE 17 

James 4:13-5:6 (1) Is all my planning for 
the future, for next month for instance, 
conditioned as James suggests? (2) Is sin 
relative (v. 17)? What is the emphatic 


word in this verse? Does God term my fail- 
ure to live up to the measure of His will 
as I have been discovering it just negli- 


gence? (3) Does James condemn the rich 
on account of their wealth? As to riches, 
let me always ask myself, “How are they 
secured? How are they used?” Were the 
rich of v. 1 guilty on these counts? If so, 
why? Is the Lord of Hosts (Sabaoth) indif- 
ferent to the social problems of our day? 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18 


James 5:7-20 (1) James’ letter was ad- 
dressed to Christians suffering oppression, 
especially by employers. What attitude is 
urged upon them repeatedly, and why? 
Cp. 1:4, 12. (2) Does my conduct under 
trying circumstances make others stop and 
take notice? Do I find relief in profanity 
or in prayer (vv. 12, 13)? (3) Oil was 
often used as a medicine, So v. 14. may pre- 
scribe for sickness prayer and the use of 
simple remedies. Or oil may be a symbol 
of the Holy Spirit, the agent of healing. 
When I am in need of healing, do I put 
faith in the means or in God who works 
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through the means? What is the special 
emphasis of this paragraph for all whom 
God calls to share in His work of healing 
men’s bodies and souls? 


THURSDAY, JUNE 19 


Exopus 21 (1) A pierced lobe was the com- 
mon badge of servitude. On what basis was 
this piercing done to a Hebrew? Scripture 
often speaks of Jesus Christ as God’s per- 
fect servant (Isa. 42:1). He, God’s Son, 
voluntarily accepted the humiliation of a 
servant (Phil. 2:7). What marks testify 
to His love in doing this so that He might 
not lose our fellowship? (2) V. 24 sums 
up the law’s teaching on social justice. With 
what teaching did the Lord Jesus replace 
these principles? See Matt. 5:38-42. Do I 
still cling to the law of retaliation in kind? 
Or, having myself been delivered from the 
just punishment of my offences, do I instead 
graciously return good for evil, kindness 
for unkindness? 


FRIDAY, JUNE 20 


Exopus 22 (1) What answer does this 
chapter provide to the common assumption 
that the infinite God is too great to take 
note of the details of man’s behavior? 
Read. Ps. 113:5, 6. (2) Contrast the punc- 
tilious care to be taken in regard to an- 
other’s property and the willingness to 
exact of another less than one might (26, 
27). Am I as severe a critic of my own 
conduct as I am generous in my dealings 
with others? (3) Underlying all these or- 
dinances, what was God’s great desire for 
His people? What is the compelling reason 
Scripture always offers for righteous con- 
duct? With v. 27b cp. Matt. 5:48; I Pet. 
1:15 and Rom. 15:2, 3. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 21 


Exopus 23 (1) Should God call me to 
practise law, what three pitfalls should 
I avoid (2, 3, 8)? (2) Consider every in- 
dication here of God’s kind provision for 
the stranger and-even for animals. (3) 
What provision did God make that Israel 
might experience the fulfillment of His 
promises step by step? How may I? See 
Rom, 8:4 and 14. (4) Why did God de- 
cree the utter extermination of the Canaan- 
ites? Can I enter into the spiritual posses- 
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SUNDAY, JUNE 22 

Exopus 24 (1) What covenant was here 
ratified? Recall Gal. 4:24. What is the sig 
nificant thing about the means of ratifica- 
tion? Cp. with that of the New Covenant, 
Matt. 26:28. (2) Why does God never 
enter into covenant relationship with man 
except on this basis? Read Heb. 9:14-22. 
(3) Under the old covenant only Moses 
could “draw nigh” to God (v. 2). Contrast 
the invitation of the New Covenant (Heb. 
10:22), Am I taking advantage of this 
glorious privilege? (4.) Memorize v. 8. 


MONDAY, JUNE 23 


Exopus 25 (1) Why did God so meticu- 
lously prescribe each detail of the taber- 
nacle and its furniture? Can there be any 
value in these to us? Is it far-fetched to 
claim that God so ordained every partic- 
ular as an illustration of spiritual truths? 
Read Heb. 9:14, 24. (2) What was God’s 


purpose in the tabernacle? Centuries later, 
how did God even more clearly express this 
same purpose? See Matt. 1:23 and John 


1:14. Study of the letter to the Hebrews 
(9:11) reveals that the tabernacle itself 
was a picture of Jesus Christ. (3) Observe 
the juxtaposition of the mercy-seat and the 
ark containing the testimony or God’s law. 
God’s mercy is never divorced from His 
justice, Christ who perfectly fulfilled the 
law yet suffered its penalty for disobedi- 
ence that God might thus extend mercy 
to us who have broken the law. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 24 


Exopus 26 (1) Heb. 10:20 clearly identi- 
fies the veil (v. 31) with Christ’s body. 
As Christ died on the cross, this veil was 
rent from top to bottom, indication that 
the way into the very presence of God 
was open to all. (2) The curtains also 
speak of Christ. It would seem “fine twined 
linen” refers to His perfection as a man 
(cp. Rev. 19:8); “blue” to His heavenly 
origin; “purple” to His kingly office; and 
“scarlet” to His sufferings and death, 
(3) The boards of wood overlaid with gold 
are interpreted as speaking of the union 
in Him of the human and the divine. He 


took upon Him my human nature that I 
might be a partaker of His divine nature 
(II Pet. 1:4). 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25 


Exopus 27 (1) Study a plan of the taber- 
nacle, (2) Notice the location of the brazen 
altar (cp. 40:29). Of what necessity did 
this speak? Does God still accept men only 
on this basis? If so, what is my offering? 
Read Heb. 10:4-14. (3) Compare the work- 
manship of the hangings for the gate of 
the court (v. 16), for the door of the taber- 
nacle (26:26) and for the veil (26:3) sep- 
arating the holy place from the inner 
sanctuary. What lesson is God thus repeat- 
edly emphasizing concerning man’s ap- 
proach to Himself? Cp. John 10:9 and 
14:6, 


THURSDAY, JUNE 26 


Exopus 28 (1) What would it mean for 
an Israelite to know that his tribe’s name 
was engraved on two precious stones that 
shone on the shoulders and breast of the 
high priest as he went into the sanctuary? 
Read carefully vv. 12, 29, 30. What did the 
words on his turban (v. 38) signify for 
Israel? (2) Christ is our great high priest 
(Heb, 4:14). When God beholds Him, He 
continually sees my name. What is Christ’s 
unceasing ministry on my behalf? See Heb. 
7:25. What does His perfect holiness assure 
for those whose names He bears? Cp. Eph. 
1:6. (3) Consider the golden bells and the 
pomegranates. Do they not indicate a life 
characterized equally by a voice testifying 
to divine truth as by the fruit that is evi- 
dence of its power? Does God see a pome 
granate for every golden bell in my life? 


FRIDAY, JUNE 27 


Exopus 29 (1) In the consecration of 
priests note the three specific parts of the 
body (v. 20) where the blood of consecra- 
tion was put. What was the significance of 
this? Am I using these three members just 
for my own advantage or for God’s service? 
Read Rom. 12:1. (2) Compare v.:33 with 
Luke 22:19. Note the priests were to feed 
upon the very ram whose blood had been 
used for their consecration. The N.T. calls 
all believers priests (Rev. 1:5, 6). What is 
the spiritual counterpart of feeding upon 
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the ram? Cp. John 6:52-57. (3) What was 
the only basis upon which God could dwell 
among the children of Israel? As every 
offering speaks of Christ, what is repre 
sented by the continual burnt offering of 
morning and evening? Could it be the con 
stant recollection and thanksgiving of our 
hearts to God for the Saviour’s love at the 
beginning and end of every day? 
SATURDAY, JUNE 28 

Exopus 30 (1) Only when the priests had 
been consecrated and anointed were they 
fit to offer incense on the golden altar. Read 
Rev. 8:3, 4. Incense speaks of that which 
makes our prayers acceptable to God, the 
Holy Spirit. See Jude 20 and Rom, 8:26. 
(2) What would failure to use the lave: 
involve for a priest? What is our laver? 
See John 15:3 and Eph. 5:26. Washing is 
(John 13:8). 
(3) The fragrance God desires is produced 
by the Holy Spirit in the lives of His chil- 
dren. No counterfeit of man’s will do. Con 
sider Rom. 8:8, 9. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 29 

Exopus 31 (1) Whose is the activity 
stressed in relation to Bezaleel’s call? Note 
5 references to this in vv. 2-6. Cp. I Thess. 
5:24. If God calls me, can I plead inability 
as an excuse? (2) How did the tabernacle 
exemplify Rom. 11:36? (3) The Sabbath 
or seventh day was connected with the law 
and the tabernacle as a sign between God 
and Israel. But for us, the first day is a 
perpetual sign of the resurrection, the con 
firmation of the new covenant of grace. 
(4.) Memorize v. 17. 

MONDAY, JUNE 30 

Exopus 32 


indispensable to fellowship 


(1) Contrast God’s holy pur- 
poses for Aaron (chaps, 28-30) with his 
actual conduct during the very time God 
was communicating these plans to Moses. 
Is there a disparity between God’s purpose 
for me and my present line of activity? 
Read Eph, 2:10. If so, can His purpose yet 
be realized? Cp. Ex. 40:12, 13. (2) What 
made Moses’ pleading effective? What 
reasons do I urge upon God to act in another 
person’s behalf? (3) Cp. v. 32 with Rom. 
9:3. Have I anything approaching this pas- 
sionate concern for those without God? 
Consider Rom, 5:5. 
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individual and his relationship to the Lord. 
“Our conference was a real blessing to me 
.and there was a feeling of 
wrote Neva. 


personally . . 
unity which the Lord gave,” 
Recently the University of Kansas chap 
ter of IVCF sponsored a party, to which 
each member was to bring at least one 
friend. About 75 attended. Special guests 
were a lively delegation from the IVCF 
at Kansas State College. Lively games oc 
cupied the first two hours, followed by 
group singing, some male quartet numbers, 
and a solo by an outstanding Negro bari 
tone then on campus. Mary Beaton, staff 
member, brought the devotional talk. And 
then, of course, there were refreshments. 

Religious Emphasis Week occurred dur 
ing Mary Beaton’s visit to this same cam 
pus, and the chapter feels as a result that 
some effective revisions were made in their 
regular program. A number of students 
accepted Christ under the ministry of the 
Rev. Bryan Green from England who was 
one of the speakers during the special 
week, 

The value of small, informal groups for 
Bible study and prayer in campus resi- 
dences, received fresh confirmation at Mc 
Gill University when at least five girls 
were won to Christ as a result, 
of British Columbia 
chapter at Vancouver held a gymnasium 
party not long ago attended by 140 stu 
dents. After strenuous exercise, the engi 
neering group of the chapter gave a unique 
demonstration of what Christianity means. 
With the use of a public address system 
and two speakers, they told concisely and 
dramatically, against a background of ap 
propriately chosen Negro spirituals, the 
story of the slave trade and of the final 


The University 


emancipation of the slaves. As a meaning- 
ful parallel, there followed the story of 
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man’s enslavement by sin and his emanci- 
pation through Jesus Christ, closing with 
a personal application to the individual life. 

As a result of the week of evangelism at 
Queen’s University conducted by Staff 
Member Bill Steeper, at least one student 


A Saturday morning forum on the “Why, 
How, and What of Inter-Varsity”’ was espe- 
cially helpful, and students grabbed at the 
opportunity to have a question session with 
the speaker, After the night services, which 
started and ended early, most of the stu- 


dents took a stroll along the boardwalk. 
Best news of all is the fact that four came 
into a definite knowledge of Christ as their 
Saviour during the conference. 
The University of Michigan chapter of 
ae : Inter-Varsity had its spring conference at 
growth, a more effective witness on the Waldenwoods near Hartland, Michigan, 
campuses, and a number of conversions. A the last week end of April. It cine attendad 
series of Bible studies on “Campus Realism” by 105 students and four staff members: 
was given during the two-week stay on pay) Beckwith, Pauline Barkhuff, Paul 
each campus. Regina College, Canada’s Hopkins, and Tom Maxwell, who was the 
main speaker, All the attendants were 
tagged with an appropriate slogan upon 
their arrival, Speaker Maxwell’s placard 
read “Good to the last word,” which puz- 
zled him considerably. He besought his 


professed Christ as Saviour. 

Associate General Thomas 
Maxwell is now back in Toronto after a 
ten-week tour of the Canadian IVCF chap- 
ters in the West. He reports encouraging 


Secretary 


newest chapter, has prospered in the things 
of the Lord and has grown in numbers. 


The climate of southern Texas allows 
IVCF chapters in that state to enjoy in 
March what more northerly chapters mere 
ly dream about until June or July. So, 
IVCFers from Rice Institute and the Uni 
versity of Houston supplemented by a few 
others from the University of Texas en- 
joyed their annual spring camp early in 
the season on Trinity Bay near Goose 
Creek in the Lone Star State. The well- 
filled program included recreation, small 
group meetings, campfire services, topped 
off with several inspiring missionary mes 
sages by Staff Member Norton Sterrett, 
who has spent one term in India. 


friends to tell him what was wrong with 
the last word, The program was especially 
planned to interest students who had not 
yet committed themselves to the Lord Jesus. 


INTER-VARSITY STUDENTS URGED TO SEIZE 
PRESENT INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 


“UNDsS to the extent of $15,000 are urgent- 
I ly needed for ihe international work of 
Work already begun in 
Latin America, Europe and the Orient must 
be carried on. The Pentecosts in Mexico, 
Ruth Petty in Costa Rica, and lrene Web- 
ster-Smith in Japan are our missionaries, 
dependent upon Inter-Varsity students for 
support. Because so much of the Christian 
world has been impoverished by the recent 
war and by disease and flood, it rests with 
students in this compartively wealthy and 
favored land to bear the burden of Chris- 
tian student work all over the world. It is 
important that students send in their gifts 
either individually or by chapters before 
the end of the present college term. Make 
checks payable to the Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship, 30 St. Mary Street, Toron- 
to 5, Ontario, or 64 E,. Lake Street, Chi- 
cago 1, Illinois. 


Although the enthusiastic reports just 
received from the New York-New Jersey 
Spring Conference did not include the num 
ber of students present or the list of schools 
that cooperated, it is evident that the Holy 
Spirit was present in real power. The pro- 
gram planning showed evidence of careful 
thought, and its effectiveness was proved 
by the number of students who made defi 
nite decisions or had specific problems 
solved. Since the conference included for 
the most part students from city colleges 
who are not able to enjoy the campus or 
dorm spirit of smaller schools, the time 
afforded an opportunity for those who at- 
tended to “let down their hair” and leave 
behind their class dignity. Arrangements 
were such that plenty of time was given 
to prayer groups and individual discussions. 


Inter-Varsity. 





Students on a number of campuses are 
coming alive to the opportunities for giving 
a strong Christian witness to foreign stu- 
dents. The party given at Christmas to for- 
eign students on one West Coast campus 


has now borne fruit as three men from 


India who have been attending with inter 
est since that time have definitely received 
Christ as Saviour within the past month. 
When Bakht Singh was on campus, Ind’an 


students at the University of Toronto were 
invited to a nostalgia-inducing curry din- 
ner. During the early part of March, the 
IVCF chapter at Columbia University in 
New York host to the Chinese 
Christian Students Association. 


acted as 


Charles Troutman, Associate General 
Secretary in the Middle West, reports that 
groups of Christians are getting together 
for daily prayer and weekly Bible study 
in the following schools of that area: 
James Millikin University of Decatur, Ili 
Wabash College of Crawfordsville, 
Indiana; Hope College of Hope, Michigan; 
State Teachers College of Indiana, Penn 
sylvania; Drake University of Des Moines, 
Iowa; University of Omaha in Omaha, 
Nebraska; University of South Dakota in 
Vermillion, South Dakota. These, of course, 
are in addition to the several score of cam- 
puses in the Midwest where chapters al- 
ready exist. 


nois; 


Early last month General Secretary C. 
Stacey Woods completed an _ extensive 
speaking trip to campuses in western Can- 
ada and the United States. Several schools 
in the western Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
Michigan area were visited recently by 
Associate General Secretary Charles Trout- 
man. At present, he is making a tour of 
Texas campuses in the area where Staff 
Member Jim Davis is working. On’ the 
West Coast, Associate General Secretary 
Herbert Butt has just returned to Washing- 


S OF THE CAMPUS 


ton after several weeks of visiting Califor- 
nia Campuses. 


TEACHERS WANTED 

A speech teacher with a Master’s degree 
or a Bachelor’s degree and experience is | 
needed at Taylor University, Upland, In- 
diana. Those interested may write to Pres- 
ident Clyde W. Meredith. 

Ben Lippen Boys’ School, a Christian 
secondary school in Asheville, North Car- 
olina, needs men to teach English, mathe- 
matics, history, and (vocal and 
instrumental), as wel! as an assistant coach 
and an eighth-grade teacher. Men may ap- 
ply to Associate Principal John F. Blanch- 
ard, Jr. 

Every two months, the IVCF chapter at 
McGill University in Montreal enjoys a 
hymn sing. E. S. Fong writes in to report 
on the most recent of these: “While it af- 
fords Christian fellowship, one of the main 


music 


purposes is to tell the gospel to those who 
are without the Saviour.” Following the 
singing, Staff Member Bill Steeper brought 
a devotional message based on the lives of 
Martha end Mary. Fong reports a time of 
great blessing characterized by the presence 
of God’s Holy Spirit. 

The Southeastern Regional Committee 
of the Student Foreign Missions Fellowship 
recently had its annual spring conference 
at Toccoa, Georgia. Neva Jones, who was 
re-elected Secretary-Treasurer of the Com- 
mittee for the coming year, reports that 
151 students were present from 15 different 
schools. Harold Legant of Columbia Bible 
College is the new ‘Chairman of the Com- 
mittee; Richard Tevebaugh of Bryan Uni- 
versity is the new Vice-Chairman. The 
program plan for the conference was to 
begin with the needs of the whole world 
and gradually get down to the needs of the 

Continued on page 36 








